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Above: Museum 
technician Simon 
Cullimore puts the 
finishing touches into a 
new display case 
featuring local bird 
species. Read more 
about this on Page 3. 



 

Directorôs comment: We live in a unique place 

People sometimes think that museums are much the same, but 
nothing could be further from the truth. Visit any museum in New 
Zealand and yes, you might see some similar artefacts to those in 
other places, but the stories that they tell will be unique to that 
district or region. 

 

Itôs the stories - natural and historical heritage - that each museum 
can present that give us such a unique picture. No two regions in 
New Zealand have the same heritage, whether itôs the underlying 
landscape story, the mix of natural life past and present, the 
regionôs MǕori heritage or stories of recent settlement. Unlocking 
and presenting those unique stories is what museums can provide 
through their collections, exhibitions, education programmes, 
research and public programmes. 

 

Hereôs an example of a little-known local story. Did you know that 
our region is home to a plant rare than the better-known kakapo 
parrot? I had the opportunity to accompany local botanical 
researcher Hermann Frank (at right) out to Manahune, west of 
Albury in early October to locate and count the flowering 
Manahune buttercup (inset photograph). These tiny plants only 
grow along the limestone ridge that stretches from Albury Park to 
Manahune, a fascinating landscape feature and home to several 
rare limestone-loving plants.  

 

Our part of the world is home to some fascinating life forms and 
distinct landscapes, a point we want to emphasise in our 
revitalised natural history exhibition areas. You can read more 
about this project over the page.      

       Philip 
 

On 16 October we hosted two different meetings at the 
museum, enabling museum workers and volunteers to 
meet, share news and ideas, and learn more. The 
morning saw a meeting of the Central South Island 
Museums Group, with representatives from museums 
and galleries from Mid and South Canterbury and 
North Otago. A highlight of this meeting was a 
presentation by the local Police firearms officer about 
issues for museums holding historic firearms, a matter 
of increased interest and risk. 

 

In the afternoon we acted has hosts for a regional hui 
organised by Museums Aotearoa, the national 
membership organisation. Executive Director Phillipa 
Tocker and Mo Farrell travelled down from Wellington 
to report about the future direction of Museums 
Aotearoa, and lead discussion about how services to 

museums and members can be enhanced, along with 
general discussion about wellness in the workplace for 
museum workers and volunteers. Representatives from 
museums and galleries for our central South Island region 
were joined by others from Christchurch and the West 
Coast. The meeting concluded with tours of some of our 
storage areas and our recently-upgraded exhibition spaces.  

 
 

Above: Heritage Education Service educators Keely 
Kroening and Ruth outline our regional programmes to 
morning meeting attendees. 

 

Left: Museums Aotearoa hui attendees outside the 
Museum following a tour of our facilities. 
 

Museum people together, sharing and learning 



 

Heritage Education Service funded for additional two years  

We are very pleased to announce that thanks to a recently-
renewed contract with the Ministry of Education and the 
generosity of a local family we will be able to continue to deliver 
education programmes both at our Museum and at a range of 
museums, marae and heritage sites around the wider region. 
These programmes annually provide over 5,000 school 
students at all levels with hands-on learning experiences that 
encompass and link together a wide range of heritage topics: 
nature, history, technology, culture, language, art and more.  

 

These programmes have only been made possible with the 
core funding supplied through the Ministry of Educationôs 
Learning Experiences out of the Classroom (LEOTC) 
programme. Over time, this support has been reduced, and a 
local family have stepped in to make up the shortfall. This will 
enable us to continue operating at the current level until 
December 2021. 

 

Our Heritage Education Service team, consisting of three part-
timers (Wendy Hurst, Keely Kroening and Ruth Gardiner) have 
built upon the programmes that have been developed over the 
last 14 years that we have had LEOTC funding. Their 
programmes consistently receive a very positive response from 
teachers and students, and from Ministry of Education 
evaluators. 
 
 

Above right: A very happy Keely and Ruth with a signed 
copy of the Ministry of Education LEOTC contract. 

 

Right: Students from Ashburtonôs Hampstead School getting 
a closer look at MǕori archaeological items at South Canterbury 
Museum. 

 

Below: Students from Mayfield School take a break from 
examining a huge totara tree at Peel Forest as part of a forest 
biodiversity discovery programme, 



 

A Land Cloaked in Life: Revitalising natural history displays 

The 3 Rôs: Education in South Canterbury  
opened on 30 August, and is running through until 
30 November. This exhibition gives local visitors 
especially the opportunity to see how local 
schooling has changed over time; from beginnings 
in the 1850s up to a look at a modern classroom.  

 

Curator Tony Rippin has drawn upon a range of 
historic documents, images and artefacts to 
highlight how schooling has developed and 
changed since the rule of ñthe 3 Rôsò - reading, 
writing and órithmatic. Visitors can get a feel for the 
Victorian era, and take in a video tour of a modern 
primary classroom narrated by a 6-year old pupil.  

 

Right: Museum Technician Simon Cullimore and 
Curator Tony Rippin install a ñwindowò display into 
the exhibition area. 

 

Lower right: At the opening of the exhibition on 
30 August. 

 

Below: Former Timaru Girls High School 
classmates Helen Henderson and Lee Keeley, our 
textiles collection volunteer, with Leeôs art shirt 
from 1962, signed by classmates. 

Exhibition news: local schooling and reinterpreting nature  

Forest giants, mighty moa, the worldôs largest 
eagle, a huge variety of birds large and small, a 
beetle named after Temuka, dozens of 
invertebrates, a diversity of sea creatures,  
millions of yearsô worth of fossils and more will be 
featured in A Land Cloaked in Life, the revitalised 
natural history displays.  

 

Over the next few months we are carrying out a 
revitalisation of our natural history displays to 
bring more specimens on exhibition and provide 
greater insights for visitors into the fascinating 
and sometimes unique aspects of our regionôs 
natural history. There will be a number of new 
display cases integrated in amongst some current 
displays, along with new imagery, signage and 
audio-visual material. 

 

Left: Among the 27 inhabitants of our new 
local bird species case are a tui (still occasionally 
seen locally) and a South Island kokako (sadly 
long-gone). 
 


