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Private Andrew Joseph DICK, No.6/809 

Andrew Joseph Dick, born on 8 December 1883 at Timaru, was the 
second son of John Reid Dick, a wharf labourer, and Catherine (Kate) 
née Gallon, of Timaru. He was baptised on 25 December 1883, in the 
Roman Catholic Parish of Timaru. His mother died in April 1887 when 
Joseph was just three years old, and not long after the death of his 
youngest brother Robert. The following year his father married Mary 
O’Donnell, who became the mother he knew and was named as his 
next-of-kin. 

Having enlisted on 18 August 1914, at the outbreak of war, Joe was a 
private in the Second South Canterbury Company under commanding 
officer Captain D. Grant. He was a 31 year old slaughterman for the 
Christchurch Meat Company at Pukeuri, only 5 feet 5⅜ in height, with a 
small distinctive scar on his neck, single and Roman Catholic. He was 
one of several infantry men who left Timaru in mid August 1914 for the 
central camp at Christchurch. Joseph embarked with the First 
Reinforcements of the Main Body on 16 October 1914, destined for 
Egypt. After participating in the landing at Gallipoli, 6/809 Private J. A. 
Dick, of Timaru and attached to the Canterbury Infantry Battalion, was 
wounded on 5 May 1915 at the Dardanelles, and subsequently admitted 
to the Southern General Hospital at Birmingham, England. Joe wrote to 
his sister from Gibraltar on 5 May – “All of us who were not seriously 
wounded are going to England. I was shot close to the left eye, but it is 
not a serious wound. I was wonderfully lucky to have escaped death as I 
did, hundreds of times.” He also said that Major Grant, of Timaru, had 
been shot in the daytime and had died of his wounds.  

Joseph Andrew Dick was one of a number of wounded men in 
Birmingham Hospital who were visited by the High Commissioner on 17 
May 1915. The High Commissioner cabled the Prime minister - “I paid a 
visit to Birmingham Hospital yesterday and saw a number of wounded 
men belonging to the Expeditionary Force, and was present when others 
arrived. All were in good heart, cheerful and anxious to return to active 



service. Some hope to be soon convalescent.” The bandaged men in 
war-torn uniforms who arrived on the day presented a “pathetic sight”. 
As the ambulances drove up the people of Birmingham cheered. Many 
flowers were sent to the hospital, and some of the soldiers lying on 
stretchers had flowers in their hats. A number who had been severely 
wounded had been greatly improved by the voyage and were out of 
danger. A week later it was reported that Joe was progressing 
favourably. He was, however, still in the hospital in late June but 
reported as “slight”.  

Private Joseph Andrew Dick recovered and on 23 July left London by 
Government Transport to rejoin the force at the Front. He returned to the 
Dardanelles on 10 August, only to be admitted to the Hospital Ship a few 
weeks later, suffering from dysentery, and then to hospital at Alexandria, 
with fever. On 5 November 1915 he was again wounded. He was 
discharged, convalescent, from Alexandria and, it appears, returned to 
Gallipoli. He was there for the evacuation of the Peninsula, when over 
four nights from 15 December 1915 the troops were shipped out, the 
withdrawal from the front-line trenches taking place on 19 December.  

Some time before Christmas 1915 the railway men of South Canterbury 
forwarded about 50 tins of Christmas gifts, of about £30 in value, to the 
South Canterbury soldiers at the Front. The secretary of the fund 
received numerous acknowledgements of the gifts from men in Egypt, all 
full of praise and appreciation of the kindness of the senders. The gifts 
were all packed in tin holders, especially made out of petrol and motor 
spirit tins, and the boys stated that the tins were exceedingly useful for 
the purpose of cooking, etc. Among the Timaru men who received gifts 
was Joe Dick, of the Second (South Canterbury) Regiment. Mr J. H. 
Whyte received a letter dated 20 October 1916 from his son Robert, in a 
“dug-out in France”, in which Private Robert Whyte says that he was 
again with his old Company, and it was “quite homely in a way to be with 
many of the Timaru boys. . . . . Joe Dick, . . . and lots of others that I 
know are here with us.” He continues “We are all well and in the best of 
spirits, . . . . Most of the boys are looking well though some of them have 
had a long and rough time.”  

It was early April 1916 when Joseph left Port Said for France. For two 
months in 1917 he was attached to the Divisional Signalling Company. 
On 22 August 1917 Private J. A. Dick was admitted to Walton-on-
Thames Hospital, having been wounded with shrapnel in the left leg. 
Before long the reports were that 34-year old Joseph had been wounded 
in action and admitted to the Field Ambulance on 15 December. He had 



died of his wounds on 17 December 1917 at the No. 2 Casualty Clearing 
Station in Belgium, one of ten men who died of wounds recorded in 
Casualty List No. 752. He suffered extensive wounds - to his left knee, 
right leg, left buttock and shoulder. He was buried in the Lijssenthoek 
Military Cemetery, Poperinge, West-Vlaanderen, Belgium  

His brother, James Alfred Dick, had gone to the front in early 1916 and 
was serving when Joseph died. A half-brother, Hugh Aloysius Hilary 
Dick (known as Hilary), was called up when he turned twenty in 1917. 
Two sisters – Nellie (Mrs E. Sinclair) and Mary (Mrs G. Sauer), who had 
both settled in the Feilding district – continued to remember their brother 
with In Memoriam notices.  

Could we, his sisters, have clasped his hand -  

The brother we loved so well.  

Or kissed his brow when death was near,  

And whispered, “My brother, farewell.” 

His cousin William Wade who served with the Australian Forces, was 
killed in action in 1917. And cousins, John James Gallen and William 
James Gallen, also served in World War I. His medals - 1914-15 Star; 
British War Medal and Victory Medal – were sent to his father, as were 
the plaque and scroll in December 1921. Joseph Andrew Dick is 
commemorated on the Timaru Memorial Wall (as Dick J. A.) and the 
Basilica of the Sacred Heart Memorial (as Dick Andrew J.) 
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