
Evening Post. 26 April 1921 (Papers Past) [16/02/2016]  

MARRIAGES  

 
 

 

Grey Evening Star. 29 April 1921 (Papers Past) [16/03/2026]  

WEDDINGS 
BROSNAN—DOLPH. 

A wedding of interest was solemnised at the Basilica, Hill Street, Wellington, on March 30th, 

when Miss Helvetia Barbara Dolph, younger daughter of the late Mr. J. Dolph and Mrs. Dolph, 

of Greymouth, and Mr. James Deen Brosnan, Land Purchase Officer, Public. Works 

department, Wellington, were married. The bride was given away by her brother. Mr. J. Dolph, 

Solicitor of Christchurch, her sister, Miss M. Dolph, of Greymouth, being bridesmaid and Mr. 

Leo (“Bobbie”) Burns, acted as best man. The Rev. Father Murphy officiated at the ceremony. 

The bride was in a frock of palest pink georgette, accordeon-pleated, and wore a wreath and 

veil hand-embroidered, and she carried a bouquet of roses, pink asters, and maidenhair fern. 

The bridesmaid was in blue crepe de chine and pretty hat to match. The bride’s mother wore a 

dress of black taffeta, and net with black hat and the bridegroom’s sister, Mrs. D. Irving, of 

Timaru, a navy blue tailor-made costume, and black and violet hat. After the ceremony and 

wedding breakfast, at which only members of the family and very intimate friends were 

present, the happy couple left by motor for the North on their honeymoon.  

 

 

Grey River Argus. 30 April 1921 (Papers Past) [16/03/2026]  

 

WEDDING BELLS 
A wedding of interest was solemnised at the Basilica, Hill Street, Wellington, on March 30, 

when Miss Helvetia Barbara Dolph, younger daughter of the late Mr J. Dolph and Mrs Dolph 

of Greymouth and Mr James Deen Brosnan, Land  

Purchase Officer, Public Works Department, Wellington, were married. The bride was given 

away by her brother, Mr J. Dolph, Solicitor, of Christchurch, her sister, Miss M. Dolph, of 

Greymouth, being bridesmaid and Mr Leo (“Bobbie”) Burns, acted as best man. The Rev 

Father Murphy officiated at the ceremony.  

 

 

Hokitika Guardian. 30 April 1921 (Papers Past) [16/03/2026]  

 

WEDDING BELLS. 
BROSNAN-DOLPH. 

A wedding of interest was solemnised at the Basilica, Hill Street, Wellington, on March 30th, 

when Miss Helvetia Barbara Dolph, younger daughter of the late Mr J. Dolph and Mrs Dolph 

of Greymouth, and Mr James Deen Brosnan, Land Purchase Officer, Public Works 

Department, Wellington, were married. The bride was given away by her brother, Mr J. Dolph, 

Solicitor, of Christchurch, her sister, Miss M. Dolph, of Greymouth, being bridesmaid and Mr 

Leo (“Bobbie”) Burns acted as best man. Tho Rev Father Murphy officiated at the ceremony. 

The bride was in a frock of palest pink georgette, accordeon-pleated, and wore a wreath and 



veil hand-embroidered, and she carried a bouquet of roses, pink asters, and maiden-hair fern. 

The bridesmaid was in a blue crepe de chine and pretty hat to match. Tho bride’s mother wore 

a dress of black taffeta, and net with black hat and the bridegroom’s sister, Mrs D. Irving, of 

Timaru, a navy blue tailor-made costume, and black and violet hat. After the ceremony and 

wedding breakfast, at which only members of the family and very intimate friends were 

present, the happy couple left by motor for the North on their honeymoon.  

 

 

 

 

Hawke’s Bay Herald-Tribune. 18 November 1950 (Papers Past) [16/03/2026]  

 

Mr. J. D. Brosnan 
The death has occurred of Mr. James Deen Brosnan, who two years ago retired as Chief Land 

Purchase Officer of the Works Department. Mr. Brosnan, who was 64, died following a short 

illness.  

Mr. Brosnan, who was a barrister and solicitor, was a prominent athlete, and represented New 

Zealand University at rugby football in Australia. In 1919 he was selected as a Wellington 

rugby representative.  

In 1909 he represented Victoria College in the half-anile and became New Zealand University 

heavyweight boxing champion.  

He leaves a widow, one son, Deen, and three daughters, Vetia, Helen and Barbara, 

 

 

Press. 18 November 1950 (Papers Past) [16/03/2026]  

 
 

 


