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SOUTH SCHOOL 
ROLL OF HONOUR. 

THE UNVEILING CEREMONY. 

The unveiling of a tablet containing a Roll of Honour, recording all the names of ex-pupils of 

the South School who are known to have gone to the front, was performed yesterday in the 

kindergarten room of the school. The chairman of the School Committee (Mr A. L. McCulloch) 

presided, and there were present a large number of parents and relatives of the lads whose 

names appeared on the Roll of Honour, and old boys. The school Drum and Fife Band was in 

attendance, and contributed selections before the ceremony commenced and during the 

proceedings in the schoolroom.  

The chairman expressed pleasure at seeing such a large attendance. He explained that it had 

been the intention of the South School Committee to erect a tablet, but when some of the old 

pupils heard of the movement they asked to be granted the honour of doing so. To this the 

committee consented. Later, a few parents who had lost sons at the front asked to be permitted 

to subscribe, and that request also had been granted. To Mr Percy Holtz had been allotted the 

task of drawing up the plans for the memorial; Messrs Cooper and Milne executed it, and the 

signwriting had been done by Mr R. Nash in his best style. The combined results of the 

gentlemen named would be appreciated, he knew, as the work done by them in connection with 

the memorial was all that could be desired. The promoters of the movement had thought that it 

would be better if the speakers at the unveiling ceremony were chosen entirely from old boys, 

and, therefore, there would be no other speakers. Photographs of the memorial had been taken 

and could be purchased from the committee, and next week at the Popular Picture Palace a 

photograph of it would be thrown on the screen, and during each week thereafter a photograph 

of one of the ex-pupils who had lost his life at the front would be screened. Mr McCulloch then 

called upon Mr H. A. Macdonald to unveil the memorial.  

In performing the ceremony, Mr Macdonald said that he could not find words to express the 

pride he felt in having been asked to do so. He had been a pupil at the school on the day it was 

opened 37½ years previously. There were, he thought, five epoch-making days in connection 

with the school’s history. The first was the opening of the school by the late Mr W. G. Mehaffey; 

the second was the send-off to Mr Mehaffey accorded him by the old boys; the third was when 

the old boys subscribed for and erected the flagpole, which was made from a mast of the old 

Chance; the fourth was the send-off to Mr Webber, the former headmaster, and the fifth was 

the ceremony they were performing that day, which was the real red letter day in connection 

with the school. In addition to the names that were already included in the Roll of Honour, 

fifteen or sixteen additional ones had to be put on, and the committee invited any one who 

could do so to supply any name or names that had been omitted. The names that would be 

placed on record were those of the boys who had offered their services voluntarily, and the 

names of those who would go forward when compulsion came into force would not be 

included. There was no place on the honour board for them. The men whose names were 

permitted to appear were those who had responded voluntarily to the call of their King and 

their country. The Kaiser, or the German war party, had relied upon the troubles that seemed to 

be inflicted at that time on the British Empire, but they had made the biggest mistake they had 

made in their lives, for the response throughout the Empire had been a magnificent one, and 

no other part had done better than had India. He referred to the work done by Canada, Australia, 

South Africa and New Zealand, and said that in proportion to population New Zealand, he 

thought, held the record in the number of men she had sent to the front, and also in regard to 

supplying food, without which no army could fight. Even the Niue Islanders had sent forward 

200 men. Since Agincourt the Navy had occupied pride of place in our history, and no one 



could safely predict what would be happening to-day had it not been for our navy. But as a 

military power Germany had scoffed at us. After the retreat from Mons, however, it was the 

British who had held up von Kluck, and since then Britain had raised an army of about 

4,000,000 men. Since 1868, the Maori war period, there had been no fighting in New Zealand, 

and in the strict sense of the term we were not a military people. But the feats performed by the 

Australians and the New Zealanders, for he placed the men from the two countries together — 

the Anzacs — had shown absolutely that they were in no way inferior to the best trained troops 

in the world. Not only had they shown courage and bravery, but they had also shown that they 

were possessed of great initiative. Of the men whose names appeared on the Roll of Honour, 

there were four of the name of Braxton, four of the name of Holmes, and five of the name of 

Stead (two families). Those who had made the extreme sacrifice were: — O. V. Stead, R. Galt, 

R. Chilman, W. W. McNeil, S. S. McNeil, W. E. Varcoe, W. A. Hamilton, J. Gilman, T. A. 

Lambeth, W. Hayward, W. H. Burgess, E. Cochrane, A. Norrie, A. G. Clark, J. H. Whitaker, 

Henry McNatty and Compton Tothill. Those who were among their brightest and best had so 

given up their lives. If the shirkers could only see the honour board, it might move them to a 

sense of their duty, and it might be the means of compelling them to go to the front. It was a 

shame that such men did not volunteer, as it was essential at the present time that more and 

more men should be provided. The names of those who had lost their lives on the board must 

cause a re-awakening of the grief and sorrow of parents, who, however, could pride themselves 

that their sons had not needed compulsion, and had laid down their lives cheerfully, he believed, 

for their Empire. It was the fortune of war that they had lost their lives, but their parents and 

friends had the pride and gratification of knowing that when the occasion arose their lads 

proved equal to it. There were shirkers in Invercargill who ought to have been at the front long 

ago. The names on the Roll of Honour would go down, not only to the next generation, but to 

generations thereafter as boys who had nobly done their duty. (Loud applause).  

Mr H. W. Royds said that, like Mr Macdonald, he was an ex-pupil of the school, which was 

now occupied by a younger generation. During the intervening years a large number of boys 

and girls had gone forth from the school to take their part in what was known as the battle of 

life, and in that connection the school had earned a good reputation, for many ex-pupils had 

taken a prominent part in the life of the community, and could be found throughout New 

Zealand doing their duty as citizens of the Empire. Therefore, they were proud of the 

achievements of the ex-scholars of the school, and although many of those whose names 

appeared on the Roll of Honour were not known to them, they could nevertheless claim them 

as schoolmates. It had been said that love was great, but loyalty was greater, and these boys, 

he was quite sure, had displayed loyalty in its truest sense. They had gone out to fight against 

an unscrupulous foe in order that we who had to remain at home might enjoy that freedom that 

was allowed wherever the British flag was unfurled. They must therefore feel that they owed a 

deep debt of gratitude to those boys for having answered the call. Pupils and ex-pupils would 

revere the memory of those who had fallen fighting for their country. For those in the trenches 

he asked for consideration in the matter of providing comforts, and asked for practical 

sympathy towards the men who returned sick or wounded. It was inspiring to see, he said, the 

spartan courage that enabled those who had lost their dear ones to go about their duties with 

brave faces, although the speaker knew that they had aching hearts. The magnificent spirit thus 

shown was beyond all commendation. Let those who could not go to the front strive to keep 

the home fires burning, and to remember those who had fought for us in order that we might 

enjoy peace and comfort under the grand old British flag. (Applause).  

Mr T. D. A. Moffett said that he endorsed what the two previous speakers had said, and said 

that his heart went out to those who had lost their loved ones. When he looked at the board he 

thought of the splendid array of fine young fellows, and felt proud that he was privileged to be 

an old boy of the old school, at which he was present on its opening day. They had not the 



remotest idea of such a war occurring during their lifetime. They had thought that the world 

had become too civilised, too educated, and that the old fighting spirit had gone and that they 

would not need any more soldiers. But it was a very fine thing that they had such striking 

evidence of the retention of the old fighting spirit that day, and it gave him very great pleasure 

to be present on such an occasion.  

Mr C. E. Borne, as another old boy, said that he also was very proud to be present, and endorsed 

what the other speakers had said. There was one thing in connection with the boys at the front, 

and that was he hoped that none of them would bring back French wives with them, as he had 

read of a North Islander having done. The Government should do something in the matter, as 

we had plenty of our own girls who would make admirable wives for our boys when they 

returned. (Laughter).  

Mr John McQueen said that he was not an old boy of the school, but he had the pleasure of 

rearing two of the boys whose names appeared on the board. He thanked the old boys on behalf 

of the parents and relatives for having erected the board, and said that they were greatly 

indebted to them for having done so. He hoped that, if the present was not the final war, it 

would at least be the last those living would see. It was something awful to think that a most 

highly civilised people should be compelled to go to war, and we had Christianity in the world 

too. He hoped that such a complete job would be made of the present war — and the South 

School and the dominion as a whole were doing their share towards it — that they would kill 

the dog that was worrying the sheep — they should cut his head off.  

The proceedings closed after the band had played the National Anthem. Following are the 

names that are included in the Roll of Honour: -  

A. R. Agnew, J. Aitken, W. Alsweiler, A Barlow, . . . . . . O. Webber, C. Webber, . . . . . .  
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South School 
ROLL OF HONOUR UNVEILED 

INTERESTING CEREMONY 

“The South School has always maintained a high standard,” remarked Mr H. A. Macdonald 

when unveiling the roll of honour in the kindergarten room on Wednesday afternoon in the 

presence of a deeply interested gathering of parents and other relatives of men at the front. Mr 

Macdonald had ample justification for his assertion, for the roll bore the names of 218 ex-

pupils of the school who responded to the call of King and Country, with a number still to be 

added, to say nothing of those who may have enlisted elsewhere. Among these may be 

mentioned Dr. Brownlie of Edinburgh, who is now serving with the members of the Royal 

Army Medical Corps attached to the Yorkshire Regiment. Dr. Brownlie, it will be remembered, 

was a pupil in the school, and was afterwards one of the teachers, there. Returning to 

Wednesday’s ceremony, the school drum and fife band, which, under Mr Moloney as 

conductor, is justifying its right to its title (Onward), played several selections in the course of 

the afternoon, one, appropriately enough, being “The Heroes.”  

Mr A. McCulloch, chairman of the committee, presided and explained that when the subject of 

a roll of honour was mooted the old boys asked to be allowed to take it in hand. They did so, 

and later the parents of some of the lads at the front claimed the privilege of sharing in the cost. 

Photographs of the roll, large and, small, had been taken and could be bought, and it would 

also be screened at the Popular Pictures, where later the photograph of one of the men who had 

died at the front would be screened each week.  



Mr H. A. Macdonald, who had been unanimously chosen to unveil the roll, said that he could 

not express the pride he felt in having that honour conferred on him. He recalled past red-letter 

days in the history of the school, since its opening 37½ years ago, and said that this was the 

greatest day of all. The memories of the old boys who had volunteered for duty would be 

revered for generations to come, but there would be no place on that roll for those who joined 

the colours under compulsion. They were not a military people, but the feats performed by the 

Australians and the New Zealanders, for he placed the two countries together — the Anzacs — 

had shown absolutely that they were in no way inferior to the best trained troops in the world. 

Not only had they shown courage and bravery, but they had also shown that they were 

possessed of great initiative. Of the men whose names appeared on the roll of honour, there 

were four of the name of Braxton, four of the name of Holmes, and five of the name of Stead 

(two families). Those who had made the extreme sacrifice were — O. V. Stead, R. Galt, R. 

Chilman, W. W. McNeil, S. S. McNeil, W. E. Varcoe, W. A. Hamilton, J. Gilman, T. A. 

Lambeth, W. Hayward, W. H. Burgess, E. Cochrane, A. Norrie, A. G. Clark, J. H. Whitaker, 

Henry McNatty and Compton Tothill — some of their brightest and best. The parents and other 

relatives who mourned the loss of loved ones, must comfort themselves with the thought that 

they had given themselves cheerfully and ungrudgingly to the Empire, and had fallen in defence 

of all that men hold dear. — (Applause).  

Mr H. Royds, another old boy, remarked that it had been said love was great, but loyalty was 

greater, and the men whose names appeared on the roll had displayed loyalty in its truest sense. 

Mr Royds emphasised the bravery of our men, and the Spartan courage with which their friends 

at home went about the duties of life with brave and smiling faces, although their hearts were 

aching. That was the spirit which would win the war. He bespoke sympathy and help for the 

lads who were coming back sick or wounded, after a series of nerve-racking experiences.  

Messrs T. D. A. Moffett and Mr O. E. Borne (old boys) and Mr John McQueen also gave short 

addresses, the last-named stating that although he was not an old boy of the South School he 

had two sons at the front whose names were on the roll. At Mr McQueen’s instance a vote of 

thanks was passed to the old boys for having provided such a fine roll of honour.  

The roll of honour contains the following names: — A. R. Agnew, J. Aitken, . . . . . . . . . , J. A. 

McQueen, J. S. McQueen, . . . . . . . . . . , O. Webber, C. Webber, . . . . . . . . . .  

The roll of honour is formed of polished red pine, 7½ft. long by 5½ft. wide, the beauty of the 

wood being enhanced by the beautiful carving executed by Mr W. Robinson (of Robinson and 

Swanson, Kelvin st.). The roll itself was made by Messrs Cooper and McMillan, an excellent 

bit of work, and Mr R. Nash did the painting — the names lettered in gold — in what the 

chairman justly called his best style. The roll was designed and its construction supervised by 

Mr Percy Holtz, architect. Altogether it is one of the finest things of the kind we have yet seen.  

In addition to the old boys who addressed the meeting, there were also present Messrs J. T. 

Boyce, A. M. Macdonald, S. Giller, and A. Washer.  

The gathering closed with the playing by the band of the National Anthem. 
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BACK FROM THE FRONT 
YESTERDAY’S RECEPTION. 

The south bound express carried a very large number of returned soldiers yesterday. A good 

many of those got off at Timaru, and were greeted by an unusually large crowd assembled 

outside the station. The men wore met on the platform by the Mayor (Mr J. Maling), and 



members of the Citizens’ Reception Committee. The returned men were all looking particularly 

happy and the good effects of their long sea voyage were apparent.  

When the soldiers had been allotted to the waiting cars, the Mayor, from the station steps, said 

that all were pleased to see them home once more. Some of those before him had gone with 

the Main Body and some with later Reinforcements, but they would never be able to calculate 

what either had done for their country. He wished them a most hearty home-coming. 

(Applause.)  

Cheers wore then given, and the cars moved off, taking the men to their respective homes.  

The following are the names of the men who came back: —  

Judd, J. F., 2nd Lieutenant. (Mrs A. M. Judd, Timaru).  

Coxhead, G. F., (Mrs E. Coxhead, Timaru).  

Cullen, A. S., (Mrs T. Cullen, Timaru).  

Drake, V. D., (Mrs E. Drake, Timaru).  

Fisher, D. C, (Mr E. Fisher, Timaru).  

Latimer, L. V. (Mr Latimer, Timaru).  

Stead, A. W., (Mr A. Stead, Timaru).  

— Cowie, (Timaru).  

— Webber, (Timaru).   

The following lent cars: —Messrs J. Maling, E. R. Guinness, Edgar Jones, C. E. Shallcrass, H. 

S. Morton, R. J. McKeown, W. K. McDonald, - Irving, and the Canterbury Meat Coy.  
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Obituary 

Mr C. W. Webber 
The oldest practising solicitor in Timaru and one of the longest serving in New Zealand, Mr 

Cecil Warren Webber, died suddenly at Ashburton on Wednesday. He was 82.  

Earlier this month Mr Webber demonstrated to The Timaru Herald one of his greatest joys – a 

1937 Ford V8 – after it had recorded 500,000 miles, and also displayed his own driving skill 

which had lost none of its edge in spite of age.  

A man with an active and retentive mind, Mr Webber was respected and appreciated by his 

colleagues and friends and on the golf course and in other sporting fields he was no mean 

opponent.   

Born in Invercargill in 1892 and educated at the Southland Boys High School, Mr Webber 

joined the staff of a bank in the southern city but later transferred to Timaru to study law with 

the firm of the late Mr W. H. Walton.  

[photograph]  

In the First World War he went overseas with the Sixth reinforcements for the South Canterbury 

Infantry Regiment, serving as a sergeant in Egypt, at Gallipoli (he was there for the epic 

withdrawal) and in the trenches of France.  

Fighting in atrocious conditions, Mr Webber contracted rheumatic fever and was invalided out 

to England. After a year in hospital he served for a short time ith the Welsh Guardsand then 

returned to New Zealand.  

In 1917 [sic] he married Miss Ivy Irvine in Dunedin and continued his legal studies in Timaru. 

He was admitted to the bar as a barrister and solicitor and in 1924 established his own practice. 



In 1974 [he] took Mr R. J. Robinson into partnership. Mr Webber specialized in conveyancing 

and estate work.   

Mr Webber was a director of the first helicopter enterprise in the South Island, Helicopters N.Z. 

Ltd.  

He was interested in racing, owning several gallopers, with which he won at least 30 races 

including one at Trentham.  

He was a member of the South Canterbury Club, the South Canterbury RSA and Tin Hat Club 

and in leisure hours was a keen and very competent golfer.  

A life member of the Timaru Golf Club, he was a playing member of the Temuka club until last 

year. His trophies included the North Canterbury junior championship in 1930, runner-up in 

the South Canterbury junior championship in 1929, the South Island veterans’ senior 

championships for 70 years and over in 1967 an d1970 and the Methven RSA championship in 

1964.  

In his youth Mr Webber was a good track and field athlete.  

Dry fly trout fishing and philately were two other pastimes which were enthusiastically 

followed.  

He took tremendous pride in his 1937 car which he maintained in immaculate condition. He 

turned down sizeable offers for the vehicle which had given him hours of pleasure over many 

years.  

Mr Webber is survived by his wife.    
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