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KAPUA
FINAL WELCOME HOME TO SOLDIERS.
(Advertiser Correspondent)
A social and dance was held in the Arno Soldiers’ Memorial Hall on Wednesday
night. The Waihao Downs and Arno Soldiers’ Welcome Home Committees
amalgamated for the purpose of giving the last of their respective men to return a
hearty and monster welcome back to their old homes. The names of the last five
men to return are as follows: Gunner G. L. R. Laverty, Gunner Colin A. Cameron,
and Private George McCulloch (Waihao Downs); Gunner Martin McPherson and
Trooper Major (Arno). There was a large gathering, the floor being in excellent
order. Dancing was thoroughly enjoyed. During the evening various items were
contributed. Miss Ailsa Hossack sang “The Meeting of the Waters’’ (Irish ballad),
which received a good refund of applause, Mr Charles Olorenshaw (baritone)
sang “When the Bells of Peace are Ringing,” for which he got a good rally,
responding with “Until.” Miss Gerty Pashby gave a recitation “That’s a Fact,” in
pleasing style.
After a good supper, which was provided by the ladies, had been served, Mr H.
Meredith proceeded to make the presentation of medals, which he said gave him
very great pleasure to have the honour of doing. These men, he said, had gone
away in the early stages of the war and had endured all kinds of trials and
hardships, and he was very glad to see them back in health and strength. These
were some of the lucky ones. He then asked Mrs Tavendale, Senr, to pin the
medals on the coats of the men.
Trooper Major and Gunner Laverty were absent and Mr C. E, d’Auvergne
accepted the medals on their behalf. The recipients suitably responded, thanking
Mr Meredith for his kind remarks and the people of the district for their
appreciation. Mr d’Avergne briefly responded on behalf of the absentees, He.
mentioned that most of the returned men were inclined to be very modest and did
not like fuss. Gunner Laverty had told him that he would rather hop up in No
Man's Land than go to the hall. “They are Jolly Good Fellows” was then sang and
dancing was resumed and kept up till the early hours. Music was supplied by
Messrs Jas. Tavendale and A. Sheppard, Mr John Wall was M.C. Mr Chas Pelvin
contributed several extras. Miss Fanny Pashby acted as accompaniste.
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