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THE ROLL OF HONOUR.  

 
YESTERDAY'S LIST. 

 
(PRESS ASSOCIATION TELEGRAM.) 

          WELLINGTON, September 25.  

 

The following is a continuation of casualty list No. 412, published this 

morning:—  

DIED OF WOUNDS. 
Reported died of wounds:—  

CANTERBURY BATTALION. 

(September 17th.) 

Clarke D., Private (Mrs M. Clarke, 44 Shelley Beach road, Ponsonby, 

mother).  

   

 

THE FALLEN AND WOUNDED. 

 
PERSONAL NOTES. 

 

Private Denis Clarke, who is reported killed in action on September 

17th, was the son of the late Mr James Clarke, one of the best-known 

residents of Hokitika in the early days. Private Clarke was himself 

well known in Westland, where he was for many years a very popular 

musician. He enlisted in the Canterbury Battalion from Timaru, where 

he was a teacher of music. In a letter just received by a relative 

Private Clarke wrote of the impending entrance of his battalion into 

the second stage of the big push, which he said he did not expect to 

survive.  
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Private Denis Clarke (killed) was a member of a well-known Hokitika family, 

and was widely known on the West Coast as a musician. He enlisted from 

Timaru, where he was a music teacher. In letter just received by his relative, 

Private Clarke wrote of the impending entrance of the Canterbury Battalion into 

the second stage of the big push, which he said he did not expect to .survive.  
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Yesterday afternoon went to his last resting place one of the pioneers 

of the West Coast, a man who had been identified with the 

advancement of Westland from its very earliest days - Mr James 

Clarke. An old Victorian digger and afterwards following the same 

occupation in Otago, he came with the stream of people to the West 

Coast and was for many years carrying on a prosperous business as a 

storekeeper at Waimea. He then, with his partner, Mr H. Cassidy, 

undertook several road contracts, the firm constructing much of what 

is known as the Hokitika-Greenstone road. Eventually the firm 

secured contracts for the carriage of mails to Greymouth, Greenstone, 

and Christchurch, contracts which were carried on successfully for 

many years, and in the latter of which the firm retained an interest to 

the day of Mr Clarke’s death. Mr Clarke early displayed an interest in 

the conduct of public bodies and was a member of the County 

Council of Westland, a body brought into existence under the 

auspices of Mr, now Sir John Hall, and which was followed by the 

Province of Westland. In the last County Council of Westland Mr 

Clarke took a lively interest and was, at the time of his death, a 

member of the Kanieri riding; he was last year the County Chairman. 

As a man perhaps there is no one so popular as was the deceased. A 

man of unimpeachable integrity, kind, generous, and unassuming, he 

made friends wherever he went, and his death will leave a blank it 

will take long to fill. The funeral leaves his late residence, Gibson's 

Quay, at three o'clock, and St. Mary's Church at half-past three 

o'clock to-morrow (Sunday) afternoon.   
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The funeral of Mr James Clarke, which took place yesterday 

afternoon was very largely attended. Old friends and acquaintances 

assembled from all parts of the district to pay a tribute of respect to 

one who was so deservedly liked. The cortege covered the distance 

from his residence in Gibson's Quay to the Australian Hotel, and the 

number following has been variously estimated at from 500 to 1200 

persons. The coffin was borne on the shoulders of the mourners from 

the house to St. Mary’s Chapel, and from thence to the cemetery 

where the service of the Roman Catholic Church was read by the Rev. 

Father Regnault. The road to the cemetery and the grounds were 

thronged with people, fully two thousand being present. Not only 

men, but women and children also joined in the procession, which 

also included some thirty-fire vehicles.   
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At the age of 76 years Mrs Margaret Clarke died on October 6 at 

Glenmore, New North Road, Auckland. She was the widow of the 

late Mr James Clarke, of Hokitika, who died some 36 years ago. After 

her husband's death Mrs Clarke moved with her family to Westport, 

and later to Auckland. Four of her sons predeceased her. One, Dinnis, 

was killed in the first battle of the Somme. She is survived by two 

sons, Mr Con Clarke, solicitor, in New South Wales, and Mr Patrick 

Clarke, for many years supervisor at Auckland Telephone Exchange.   
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OBITUARY. 
 

MRS. MARGARET CLARKE.  

 
Memories of a period when travelling by coach was more in evidence 

in New Zealand than at the present day are recalled by the death, at 



the age of 76, of Mrs. Margaret Clarke, who passed away at 

Glenmore, New North Road, at the age of 76. She was the widow of 

the late Mr. James Clarke, of Hokitika, who died 36 years ago. For 

many years he was a partner in the firm of Cassidy and Clarke, which 

ran coach services between Springfield and Hokitika, before the 

railway was carried through to Otira. Following upon her husband’s 

death, Mrs. Clarke, and her family, went to Westport, and later moved 

to Auckland. She is survived by two sons, Mr. Con. Clarke, a solicitor 

in New South Wales, and Mr. Patrick Clarke, who was for many years 

supervisor at the Auckland telephone exchange. Four of her sons 

predeceased her, one, Mr. D. Clarke, being killed at the first battle of 

the Somme.   
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OBITUARY.  
MRS. MARGARET CLARKE. 

 

At the age of 76 years Mrs. Margaret Clarke died on October 6th at 

Glenmore, New North Road. She was the widow of the late Mr. 

James Clarke, of Hokitika, who died some 36 years ago. He was for 

many years a partner in the firm of Cassidy and Clarke, which ran 

coaches from Springfield to Hokitika before the line was put through 

to Otira. After her husband's death Mrs. Clarke moved with her family 

to Westport, and later came on to Auckland. Four of her sons 

predeceased her. One, “Dinnis,” was killed at the first battle of 

Somme. She is survived by two sons, Mr. Con Clarke, solicitor, in 

New Soutn Wales, and Mr. Patrick Clarke, for many years supervisor 

at Auckland Telephone Exchange.  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Cornelius Joseph CLARKE enlisted 2 August 1916 at New South 

Wales  

Discharged 26 January 1917, medically unfit.  

 

Probably died 18 Feb 1949, NSW  
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