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o € Private T. E. Booker 6/1782

15 February 1896 - 8 March 1917




Canterbury Regiment, 1st Battalion, NZEF

Thomas Eric Booker was born in Winchester, South Canterbury on 15 February 1896 to George and
Margaret Booker. He was educated at Winchester School and upon leaving school worked as a
farmer. He had seven siblings - Benjamin, Cecil, Ernie, Ethel, Laura (Crozier), Mafeking and
Margaret. After his enlistment his parents moved to 120 Winters Road, Papanui, Christchurch.

He enlisted on 17 December 1914 and on 17 April 1915, as part of the 4th Reinforcement, he
embarked for Egypt from Wellington, NZ with the transport convoy consisting of HMNZ Troopships
Willochra, Knight Templar and Waitomo.

Arriving in Egypt the 4th New Zealand Reinforcement embarks for Anzac, arriving 7 June 1915. A
veritable foe, the Ottomons hold the ridges through Cape Helles, Lone Pine, Quinn's Post and
Russell's Top of the Nek. On 8 August Chanuk Bair is captured but is retaken by the Ottomons on 10
August. On 21 August 1915 (see Ernie's story) Hill 60 defensive starts.

On the 14 September 1915 New Zealand Brigades are evacuated to rest camp at Scarpi, Lemnos, but
in late November return to Anzac where they are hampered by a big snowstorm. On 8 December the
order for evacuation is made and during the next three weeks Anzac is evacuated. Troops evacuated
to Lemnos are then transferred to Egypt.

After a period of rest and reorganisation following the Gallipoli evacuation, the newly formed NZ
Division left for France in early April 1916. Sent to the Flanders region to gain experience of new
trench conditions, they spent the next three months guarding a "quiet" sector of the line at
Armentieres before moving south to the Somme battlefields and their first large-scale action on the
Western Front. During the next three months the New Zealanders took part in the Battle of Flers-
Courcelette, Battle of Morval and the Battle of Transloy Ridges.

In October 1916 the New Zealand Infantry is pulled out of the line and returns to Flanders where the
New Zealand Division joined the Battle of the Somme. (Note: Over half of New Zealand's Somme
dead have no known grave - their names are immortalised on the New Zealand Memorial to the
Missing in Caterpillar Valley Cemetery, near Longueval).

February 1917 saw the Germans pull back 40km from the Somme to the Hindenburg Line. The

ANZAC Corp moved north from Armentieres into Belgium in preparation for the attack on Messines
Ridge.

On 8 March 1917 Thomas Eric Booker is accidentally killed in the camp's mess tent by friendly fire.
His parents were told he was having a cup of tea at the time of his death. Documents of the
investigation into his death are on the following pages.
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Scarpi, Le

E whom
was nunibered among thosewho,
arihecallof Kingand Countryleftall
thatwas dear to them, endured hardness,
faced dangesand finally passedoutof
ﬂ\esig'l\tofmcanﬂwpaﬂwfdtm{
and sdlf sacrifice, giving up theirown
lives thatothers mightlivein freedom.
Letthose who comeafier seetoit
thathisnamebenot forgotten.

P Thomas Fric Booke
(anla bxu(y [:}f' K‘i«]vt.; NZEE
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‘NEW ZEALAND EXPEDITIONARY FORCE.
L ) ATTESTATION OF

0 i Bomar it S R R ) Resime

QUESTIONS TO BE PUT TO THE RECRUIT BEFORE ENLISTMENT

'L Have vou been sentenced to imprisonment by the 11
Civil power * 1f 5o, when and where ?

1 1. What is your neme ? bord TP LA - £, ,‘}‘1& i _
2. Where were you born i : 8. Lrerity i A e
3. Are you a Britira subject ? : G e ™ < e S ; i
: I What is the date of your birth? . o M 4‘#, /"’O Y e
\ 5. What is your trads or calling? R Ll A o
1 6. Are you sn wndentured apprentice * I so, where, 6 V, s TR & vd A
and o whom ? . ‘
7. What was the addrens at which you last msided * 5 '/MMJ&Q-_ .
8 Have vou passed the Fourth Educstionsl Standsrd el
‘ or ita equivalent ¥ S
| 9. What is the name and addross of your present or lasi _,f(:} e »’5:{ ":
‘ LMPIOYer. j
10, Are you married ¥ i W, . i

12. Do you now belong to any military or waval foree * 12 ,QJ;’:‘(‘ S o o I!I
50, to what corp: ¥
15. Have vou ever served in any military or naval foree ¥ 13 i
If, so, state which and cause of discharge.

1. Have you truly stated the whole (if any) of your U ,./;,e",‘(*” et
previous service * o

1D, Have you been registered for compulsory military 15 27 0 (T e
t’l;i:‘i?wﬂw Defence Act, 1908 % I so,
W

16, Have you ever been jected us unfit for the military 16 /&
or naval forces of the Chown? 1 so, on wha
grounds ? P
17. Are you willing 1o be vaccinated or revaccinated 3 17 /h(

18. Are you willing to serve in the itionary Force I8 fef,
inor the Dominic « of New Zealand under v
the following coonditions, provided your services /
be required :  For the tera of the
prxent Buropean War and for such further period
a8 is nacessary to bring the Expeditionary Force
back to New Zealand and to it ?

Nows --Your will not be before your retvan to New Zealand anless permission fo1 discharge olaewlere be obtained
from toe .0.C. the New y Porve,

1 g ‘ﬂﬁi_..:...."g "ES_‘.‘V’{; b » do solemnly dechies that the above answers made by me to
the above questions are true, snd that I sm willing to tulfil the engagement marte. ’

£
I

SW ll’ kmml - et X A ":" é L ﬁ W ,~'l.“":‘-i:‘iﬂ"\
Signature of Witness P A _ gl @ t
OATH m& TAKEN BY RECRUIT ON ATTESTATION
5 : W""r (* _:: 4 F. T

. # K Adoatis ol o do simeerely promise and swear that T will be faithful and
to our Sovervign Lord the Kivg, his Hoirs, and Successors, and that 1 will faitkfufly serve in the New

according o my hability wader the Dofence Aet, and tha: § will observe and obey all orders of His

Zraland
m‘ hin Meirm and Bucemsors, and of vthe Gensrals and Officors sot over me. unnil | oshail be lawfully discharped. %o

CERTIFICATE OF MAGISTRATE OR ATTESTING OFFICER
The above questions were read to the above-named recruit v mv presence. 1 have taken care Lhat be andorstands vach (jaestion,
and that his answer to ench question has been dnl_\',byd as replied to, wnd the said reorant hus made wnd signed the declars-
tien and taken the oath before me, a1 WAL 740 R Al ot NZ. onthis... & dav of




?—f .

; { L N P
w ‘.. .e{ o e P e P - P V/Q;ﬁz_,_‘-m P El“‘.

\pmrent age @ /S’ vears, /€ . months

L stinctive marks, and nuerks Iicating o :H\:it
(To be detormined acvonting (o the instou tious KEven in the Rogulatuns prealisrition or previons discas
far Army Medios! Sovvice.)
.

Heaght - 2 - Avet 9 i hes,
Weight ; /f((ﬁk_k Ib.

Chest jllunmum, R et

‘ment i ; ~

asanremen - Dicdnmin . EET Al k.

Coniplexion : . #’w s S

Colowr of eyes: .. 9“‘? -

Colour of hair : s M :

Religious profession G‘A‘Q_“yf“‘hﬁuz

MEDICAL EXAMIL A7i0N

Sight © Right oye, Is he fwe from borpin ¥ > ..
o R e Is be veee from vareeside e L

Hearing : Right ear, Is b free from vagiosse veins ¥ ; - L ;
" Tebo ear, . i e free from homorrhoids 1 Shoto 4

7/

Colowr-vision : __.___

1% Lo free from inveterate of cont sgious Nkndiseas- ? tf P
y,
Are his limbs well formed ¥ e s Is there a distinct mark of vaceination e

Are e movements of oll bis joints full and serfeet * }‘ 2 Is he in good bodily and mental health aml free Zrom an
P

Is bis chest well formed v ./'(—-- 2. <5 physival defect likely to interfore with the efficient pes
Is his heart wormat? R formance of his duties 1 o
Are his longs vorma) ¥ . Yfe. | Are there sny giight defects, but not suficient 1o « use e
! ; X ¢ ad i 4
What is the non ines i the teoth Lo » | Jection L
RES ARKS,

CERTIFICATE OF MEDICAL BEXAMIN ATION

1 have examined the above-named, and find he duoes no: present any of the cawses of mjection specifind in the Regala-
tions for Army Modi al Bervives,

1 consider him it for service in the New Zealsnd Bxeditionary Foree,

& M,“g@&-z’.?.g_‘f‘.) 19 f , WT"'“ "~ . Medical Officer.

& »
k"-{ /‘ J’ b ‘2 ._1\‘ (...

TS & AMEP Vi, ERACIENG. COER.




CERTIFIED TRUE COPY: REF.N0.9/446.
oo%}vﬁa.‘::;h eapt,.,
DeAohAoGao(NeZ o)
G.H.Qs, 3Ird Echelon,
s 78. E. }"c

OOOOJOOQ'QOQICQ-.o.t.ootoooocn.ooococtu.ooonloooo.co.o.onococt....

STATEMENT CF EVIDENCE.
of the death of TITEY Tte. Rooker, T.E. of 1lst. C.T.B. (Cheh.of Eng)

REINFORCEVENT CAMY.
14/919 Ord.PmeSgteL.V.Arrow states:

I was in the men's cookhouse having my dirner about 4+45peme
onwards. I was telking to Pte. Booker, who wns seated on the
table next me. I heard a erack, like a astone against apainst the
wall, when Booker sprang up and exclaired "What's that" he then
spun round. and collapsed wpoh the floor. I tried to ralse him
up, and with the assistance of Pte (Qook) Ward, L., 23630 laid
him out upon the floor, with his head supported, opened up his
shirt to esse his breathing; but after a few seconds his eyes
glazed, and I wns certain he was dead.,

Sde L. Arrow,
23689 Pte.(Cook) Ward, L. states:

ST s

-

and helped him to attend to Booler. 1 supported Bocker's head.
He only lasted a few seconds rhen iife seemed extinet. I assisted

in puttiing the body in an empty hutrent. I saw the hole in the {
wall where the bulist ¢nme throurh. |

I was outside when Sgt. Arrow called me. I went into the cookhouse

:‘.‘(1. I.. Wﬁ!‘do
12{8810 Acting Camp Sgt. Major Scholes, A.A.states:

I was having dinnexr at the time, with Sgt. Arrow, I heard a crack on
tke wall,- saw Booker spring up, and exclaim "hat's that",- he
turried round and looked at the wall for about 2 seconds when he
collapsed and died within 35 seconds” T saw & hnle throuch the
wall, newly made by a bullet,

Sds A.A.Scholes.
Najor Melean N.Z.M.C.states:

I saw the body »f 6/1782 Pte. Booker T,E. at 9 pe.me on 7th inst. !
He had evidontly been dead three or four hours. There was a punc ture
wound below hie right scapular - probebly a bullet wound.

Prom the stateérents of the other witnesses T judge the bullet mast
have penetrated the heart.

Sde H.J-!ic!&&n,”njnr.
N.Z.)M.C,

7/3/17.Capt R M. Gelrdner - Comdt.Rft.Camp # states:

I examined the hole in the wall made by the bullet., Am of the
opinion that the bullet ricochet off some hard substance at some
distance. The hole made wis kicney shaped. The bullet did not
touch the barh wire at the back of the bullding. Owing to the
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mliar shape of the hole Lging ceused by a daneped bullet, it
) fair to reckon on an extremely erratic fl/pght, and losality
qa

ischarge will be extrerely difficult to loecnte, cut
through the wall indicates a directln: of from ¢ to (true
bearing), and an angle of descent of about 45°. There was mo .
antiaireraft gun firing at or about the time ( 5 pame) i
9o/3/17. Sd. R.M.Gardner,Capt.
’..'...0....00".;..Ot'.o.c!toooo'0-.....00-.0-0-0.0‘.0.0.0..0...!

(1)

*Q"Branch

8ir, Atteched please find evidence concerning the death
nf 6/1782 Pte. Booker T.E. of lst C.I.B. Church of England
attached to N.Z.Dive Rein:-rcemente. Camp.

915 p.m. 7/3/1917. 8d. }.M.Gdrdner
(2) Cayt. Gamds o

Commandant, Reinforcerent Camp.
Is there no evidence to a ow fror which direction the bullet came,
]

Sds M.G.Reid, Lt=Col
8/3/\7 ‘ AdA. & Q.M.O .

(3)
AA& QoM.C.
1 have added a"statement" in accordance with Hinuu‘ No 2
9/3/47 Rft.Canp. Sd. R.)V.Gebdrer, Capt.,

008 0900 ¢80 ¢000 0000080800800 s0000 "
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Headquarters,
New Zealend Divisicn,

10th Hamh. 1917.
To Headquarters, 2nd ANZAC,

Accidental death of 6/1782 Pte. T.E.Booker,l/Btn.Cant.Regt.

Porwarded w ith reference to my Casualty keport ZA.6/107
dated Bth inst.

From the evidence it would appear that the shet was fired Irel
the direciion of the Area occupied by the 86th Divisio-.

Sie A.V.Fuasell,
Halor General,
co’mc.”.: .DlV'n.

P9 0031090000909 ¢V RRROCRRCPINOe000ROPOELIE00UODRE000C0COOCCCEETTQQOCFOCQ0C00CQCROESE

51
Headgquarters, 2nd Amy SA:'

Porwardad ,

There mould appear to b¢ no evidence to show vho fired the
lhﬂt th.t kill’d Ptﬂi ToEcB““kEro ‘.l

Sde Alec Delavove,
for Lleut.Gernl,
Hq2.13/8/17. Cormdg.®nd Anzec Corps.

000 000 0000 000000000090 00ECees e ed OO ROCOERRAIREEIYOEOERE LR B B
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R ) Headgquarters,
J6th Ulister Diviie
£8/29/92A.
Second Army.
Keference your minute of 20,/3/17, full enquiries have been
made.

lewis Oun practice wes being carried out on Clandeboye renge
(T19.Be) On the 7th inst between © a.mes and 65.3C pam.

The distance of the flight from Clandeboye :ange at T.10005.90.
to the plece where the mai "as killed would be 2,700 yards.

axis of the renge is on a true ’ bearing of A5while the

place whkire the man was struck would be 187",

The probtabilities are, in my opinien, against a bullet
from Clandeboye range having caused the accident,

Sde 0.0,Nugent,
Ma jor-deneral,
2rd April, 1917, Cormdge36th Division.

/L¥Le

9000000000000 000000000 GRRUEPORRLRQNTEtR0aePEoeroRRIOSOIPRIIET TRarvieonitetencnse
Second Army No A.E,.578.

DA e, 3rd Echelon.

Herewith papers reference death of €/1782 vte. Rooker, T.R.
lst Canterbury Regt.
It appears to be "accldentel” and no further ectfon iz proposed.

Sd.PE.Inngnore,Capte
LHeQed/4/17 DeAohoG.for GOC2/Army .

!

STATEMENT or mee SERVICES or No /’7’7 Na z@

Regiment or Curps B s Binalbion. & oy N ——. 4
& &7/“.1?& Rt blenil o] ) $bota by
Z‘%‘ gof e\,a %(?4‘4 . (/(‘/"5 {l{/ '/
oo fewullict b B fp bt VIR Y Z20W
Cololis v oy ACH
U T vy - ﬂ"»”u( Warad  Rfaacbece " 19 70 15 G o
;

,dbéé:( Ko -Bamy Sacdly
AET 23"

Hpealy, 7




Pe Os Box 99,

20tn Getover, 1952,

147 9. Fe ROOXER y 6/4702 ToRe NCOKIR,

Dear ip,

Is reply %o your letter o’ the 0th October,
é.hn to edvise that She Father of the ahove-namd

soldiers, Ne. G.E, Booker

applied in 1920

cessed
for the gratulty menies Que on kheir account,
Payment, in toth caser, was made %o Mp, Hooker

a8 follows :- i
0.8, Tocker £54/45/04 64h Mapeh, 1920,
Posy Dooker £SL/1%/04, Lth Mareh, 1920,

Yours faighfully,

The lomtn.v
’ i‘hﬂ.ﬁ 3ervices' Asgn, ,

A s

(?o Be er) 5

W
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SRR Ry - - A e on Ealistries —
un!medfu??‘g‘é.w_,._ Terms of&nzm d " Sirvice fc&og :

Date of promotion 1o present rank R AN S Kwnm» By r
i T
Extended : 9-C ey ; Re-engaged {--‘-— }Quahﬁcaum (3\ S

e i )

Emb-uiud
D‘imb..rked

,6/ 0’6

FIELD SERVICE. Army Form B. 20904

REPORT of Death of » Soldier to be forwarded to the War Office with the losst pr,.aw‘r delay after receipt
Geation of desth on Army Form B. 213 or Army Form A. 36, or from other oificial decumentary SOUroos.

Squsdres, Troop, | ne O TR
Batiery of Company |~ A

Died |
{Couse of Deat.*

]
Nature aud Date of Bepors  ~FL 2 10t Xagpeh 3007 e
4 T4 ] -3 o
By whom made A a g e LB LU LUy AL Losisdie

8 receised (3 astion, or fyom fisess dus i Seld opuratioss of te faligue. privallos of I vars ®bils
fiary daty, o7 froum kajary walle ou militart 4esy

o Speciaily wate if Killed 8

Place - S o | 1
hurial
By whom reported o i i e SRS ,
Book 7 R AR LI ot lesusd
-l-'-‘(a)inhy (Army Book 84). ()] in Small Book (if at Base) . WL
» Wil or not '()unuptnu BOTUIIOBY e e crmmemsr e i . "
All prisate documents and effects received from the front or bowpital, ss well s the Fay Book, sheald be sxassined, sud if any
faund It shoald be st once forwarded to the War Office.
on received as to Terial exprassions by & doceased soldier of bis wishes as to the disposal of bis estate should be
Office a8 soon se possibie.
i of this !Lorut is w0 be sent o xhe Figed Centre hynnu + at Home, or to the D.F.A.G., Indisn Espedisionary Forpe,
id D case may feqeire, sogether with th the lmumh Pay Book (-lm withdmwal of any will from the
umam-atnmnmunmmn-muuw (!Ju Beport.
TLANCE i i!‘nulmolonlhcwdlmhg
Sotr 1‘ 17,, 's Gflice ot the Base ]'“
291 e pav

£ e TINTE KRN0 B2 JFW (RSSG) FormyBRNA

wsll bn

Fie!
lasrer).




' _

Reinforcement:.__tt__?_ HISTORY-SHEET. R 7
Unit, Rank. Surname. Christian Name,
2 oy n. Casx Rkl PR Pt o5 - ’]M Dece

i | Religion: Last New Zealand address
ccupation : Wm_a/w»« . ¥ oor bzl h ,‘ l % E ku'] »
Last employer:___ Bwnc TO‘k . ﬁﬂml‘d»d ‘E_f»'j g‘ 2 | Cambiv: g

g it Q Povtin (tert) Amcokela nnGmtoies
-of ki A
::s‘nilgnt mm(l New ; wikens Wsan. oo iri o Bl b PT. i te Josesm

z:::: nda}ng)s::d:lg _ehilled 17 recdalycs
n

: Slicy Pawed
of nearest relative a5 Hﬁﬁa/‘ »{ Ly /
in New Zealand) : Prafearis, BAAX
3 Country or Troopship. Date from Date to Tofal. l:;';;.'; :{gﬁ;" Home Service.
Years. | Days. Years. Days.
n 0}/ é {15 Ry S !
v L |
;MA_UM}\ 1315 ; |
{ e Foreign Service: |
. 2
e "4 ‘ Total Service: 1
CasbLg. t
No. Date Where Soldier located.| Message and Remarks. 1
Sea- Y P e I
5358 18~ p1eab A Linc G pprtinnd Hagd it st ] |
=~ Brot ducer] o i | “‘QW Urens AantBig MMM By oo fobte ks
& |doabf . D30l duip {, S QUi As /g ofR Soui RV OGeweno. G Beo R rae Toosed ke’ i‘
|

ht DpCnatl M bay , Beotuns s Lv.\—i.xs&_*:ﬂ.lq;.sq . Motals He) B

7“-%""":%.4,-0..41‘—&&‘(«44/14!9& oo . dle wan rauned & Rio

see s efetaad ‘WGJE‘DM’M%WM*NM.
2 O tocoin. ity B 0. & Pumatiowd wriind foe. doua—d Dola, Ha

Magll Seapda Hept. N1 odutn. 4/ 3\153%

s T «g.ah

%m 2 ~4§-24,’1 x:&z—kﬁ %‘ 7'».\..=b.~u IL‘*-'-.\fJ

a Proand voars WO—owi S Cotaph *uw ‘~J eé,L

Jer3:47. |SeC oqw T 2 ntd opnan . dca) Hoslads Avas fiad Ersa. %o

|
8
|
|

R late Lo . | I todan Aol Leags .20

‘1.:‘»\.;,-., . 8

Lo ciia Srecfied Ly Be 367 O

133009 136 S M hncloge | to—n e bttt B L.
t9-8+1) o €0 G Pusion, | Reskled Carme T Hoe nowd o Pty e Y )
L P {,WLM«» o 50 ’Nx}-uu.a WhRL i Maoebig HRa Kopolin .
A H-7. o @ 26 Divsion P WS q»a—(vx.w \.n-a,- Cop Gt pob pd
Romer . ot - Wb, gy P B suaage 3
Mbhwmu Avolad -\7 s pihodutdn
w

Bes g H 4~y o acd 2’ aen %é %E% 5 RS %'Qgﬁé o &3&% {;,‘,,,,,uj ’

| wowreg
X

| st | pwas

B ——

> Killed inachion = % 2057 |1 _3-5 '\cc.l\w&..& RoOd 3 pcrcel 1919

. wounds* Qe X y ; - -
Died of sickness* l?? (u.x’f\.,)fq) Aean wﬁ AR L g LA— e M #‘LMUZ PM 1617

Lonealis
bl A R Leod, F?A—u.aa(_wq 36P.B.ye ihq.
“ Missing ... -9 Re. ~eprd . bu, Nﬁ:ﬁ, e. %\Luwa& e s

Prisoner ...

Injuries in or by the
Service .

' Provisional :
Discharge see 4] (Date.]
( Final :

Intended address:

'inuc.’i’ S e St e ST i

1 }CWMMf Ot 4D - _/ 3

Pension Qr"\/.’ "’3 i wwfu’f’b %) p ?ﬂ:" .1
AN BN 18! 4

‘ N amdns /!t - f lel“)»'! hdd s OAALS Ay 2 1

® Strike out words not required. 3 b
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IN MEMORIAXM. ‘

BOOKER.—In fond and loving
memory of our two sons, Privatg
T. E. Booker, 4th Reinforcements,
killed jn France, 8th March 1017,
in bis 21st year. Also Trooper G.
E. Booker, 8th South Canterbury
Mounted Rifles, Main Body, killed
on Gailipoli, August 2lst, 1919,
in his 2nd yvar.

—Inserted by their loving father,
mother, brothers, and sisters,
Winters’ Road, Papanui,
Late of Winchester,




1914-15 STAR:

No. &/74R

Rank : /72
RS i Pt
Name H S

PTE. T. E. BOOKER,
of Papanui,
Accidentally killed.



o be® Trooper G. E. Booker 7/17




8th Canterbury Mounted Rifles, N.Z.E.F.

rge Ernest (Ernie) Booker was born 8 April 1894, in Winchester, South Canterbury to George and Margaret Booker. He had
Geo

en brothers and sisters — including Thomas Eric.
v

ie enlisted on 13 August 1914 and was given one days leave and had to enter camp on 16 August 1914. Ernie was given the

Erni
Non_COmmiSSioned rank of Lance Corporal and was assigned to the Canterbury Mounted Rifles. His next-of-kin was his father
George. He embarked for the Dardenelles (Gallipoli) on 16 October 1914 as part of the transport fleet of ten ships, consisting of

the Tahiti and Athenic. On arrival at their destination Ernie’s designation changed to Trooper.

George fought in the Gallipoli Campaign and was reported missing in action on 21 August 1915 during first day of the last big
offensive of this Campaign - Hill 60. This was officially confirmed on 13 September 1915.

nhill 60 was the last offensive action fought by the New Zealanders during the Gallipoli campaign. The ‘abominable little hill’, as it
was dubbed by Brigadier-General Andrew Russell, saw bitter fighting between New Zealand mounted riflemen and Ottoman

troops in late August 1915.

Following the failure of the Sari Bair offensive at Anzac, the British switched their attention northwards to Sulva, where they
launched an attack on the Anafarta Ridge. New Zealand troops supported this operation with an assault on Hill 60, a small piece

of Ottoman-held high ground between the two Allied-held areas.

With his units severely depleted after Sari Bair, ANZAC commander Lieutenant-General William Birdwood cobbled together a
composite force of New Zealand, Australian, British and Gurkha troops for the Hill 60 attack. New Zealand’s contribution

consisted of some 400 Canterbury and Otago mounted riflemen, who were fighting at Gallipoli without their horses.

The first attempt to take Hill 60 on 21 August failed. Allied planners underestimated the strength of Ottoman defences and the
attack quickly broke down. Although New Zealand and British troops managed to capture part of the Ottoman trenches on the
southern and north-western sides of the hill, nobody else got as far. The attack cost over 2000 casualties, including 200 New

Zealanders. British attacks at Suvla also failed.

Six days later, the remnants of the New Zealand Mounted Rifles Brigade — around 300 men — took part in another attempt to
clear Hill 60. After two days of bitter fighting, the hill remained firmly under Ottoman control. Once again, casualties were heavy.
Hill 60 had effectively destroyed the New Zealand mounted rifles as a fighting force.

' "lpco‘mgeterfée and

British historian Robert Rhodes James later wrote that 'For connoisseurs of military futil ity, va' |

determination, the attacks on Hill 60 are in a class of their own.' The 182 names on the w@.mw >

missing in Hill 60 Cemetery are testament to this." (nzhistory. govt:rgﬁ)y - _ o

Ernie’s name is one of 182 names immortalised on the New Zeals

Winchester Memorial.
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% NEW ZEALAND EXPEDITIONARY FORCE.

ATT"TAT‘ON OF
No. hlmin-,,L Orascel  Caodecs Regiment or Unit LRl

uestions to be pul (o the Recruit belvre Emarsimeny
o < > o3 x
1. What is your name ? L t,L-,.q;.,t OVewoal! Ao lapa
2. Where ware you born ? 2 2l s colone Lo
5. Are you o British subjeet ? a o ¥ .,q v. o W
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pridged timeline of activities of the Canterbury Mounted Rifles Regiment is derived from the unit diaries kept

js a . T ; ; . o
P the First World War. The timeline, in keeping with Ernie's military record, stops on 21 August 2015.

during

1914
The Canterbury Mounted Rifles Regiment (CMR) is formed from the three Territorial Force mounted rifles regiments

of the canterbury Military District and starts training for service overseas as part of the New Zealand Expeditionary
Force (NZEF).

I_ieutenant-ColoneI John Findlay is appointed to command the new regiment, which is assembled at the Addington
show Grounds from 12 August and reaches full strength on 16 August.

The regiment’s horses come from two sources. A man can enlist with his own horses. Those who do not are allocated
a horse (known as a ‘remount’) from the stock that the army purchases at the start of the war. This leads to
skulduggery as men attempt to acquire a suitable mount.

september 1914

23rd - The CMR leaves camp. Most of the regiment ride to Lyttelton. Headquarters and the 1st (Canterbury
Yeomanry Cavalry) Squadron embark on HMNZT Tahiti, while 8th (South Canterbury) and 10th (Nelson) board

HMNZT Athenic.
25th — On arrival in Wellington, the men of the CMR disembark as the departure of the convoy carrying the Main

Body of the NZEF has been delayed. 8th (South Canterbury) enter camp at Trentham

October 1914

16th -22nd — The convoy carrying the Main Body of the NZEF leaves Wellington and arrived Hobart, Tasmania
November 1914

1st — 30th The combined AIF/NZEF main body convoy leaves Albany for the Indian Ocean - convoy goes via Ceylon,
Aden and Suez, Egypt.

December 1914

3rd — After passing through the Suez Canal, the CMR disembarks at Alexandria and travels by train to Zeitoun Camp,

which is located near Cairo, the capital of Egypt.

17th — The horses have acclimatised and mounted training begins.




1915

January - April: Canterbury Mounted Rifles Regiment (CMR) continues training in Egypt. \

May: CMR and the rest of the New Zealand Mounted Rifles Brigade (NZMR) are thrown — as infantry — into the desperate
struggle to seize the commanding heights of the Gallipoli Peninsula. In the next four months the regiment suffers more thap,
half of all its casualties in the war.

January 1915
9th — 30th The CMR begins training as a regiment with Second Reinforcements (105 men/130 horse) joining

February 1915
1st — 26th The NZMR begins training as a brigade.

April 1915

2nd - Rioting by Anzac soldiers in Cairo’s Wazzir brothel district is put down by mounted troops. All leave is stopped.

3rd - Orders are received for the Gallipoli invasion. The bulk of the NZMR (including the CMR) and the two Australian Light
Horse brigades will remain in Egypt to continue training and to defend the Suez Canal against the Ottoman Turks.

Training focuses on long-distance treks and inter-brigade maneouvres.

May 1915

5th — The NZMR receives orders to move to Gallipoli as infantry.

7th — On the night of 7/8 May, the CMR leaves Zeitoun Camp and travels by train to Alexandria. The regiment, along with the
rest of the NZMR, has been selected to reinforce the Australian and New Zealand Army Corps (ANZAC) at Anzac Cove on the
Gallipoli Peninsula. The Anzacs are part of General Sir lan Hamilton’s Mediterranean Expeditionary Force (MEF), which has
been given the task of capturing the Gallipoli Peninsula and seizing control of the Dardanelle Straits from the Ottoman
Empire. Because of the small size of the Anzac beachhead, and the rugged terrain, the regiments of the NZMR are ordered to
leave most of their horses behind in Egypt. They will fight as standard infantry units at Gallipoli. Arrangements are made to
take officers’ horses and a few draught horses to meet transport requirements.

The strength of the CMR is 26 officers and 482 other ranks.

8th — The CMR is divided into two groups that embark on two transport ships:

HMT Grantully Castle — 25 officers, 452 other ranks

HMT Kingstonian — one officer, 30 other ranks and the horses

9th — HMT Grantully Castle leaves Alexandria at 6 p.m.

12th — HMT Grantully Castle arrives off Anzac Cove at 12.30 p.m. The men of the CMR are transferred onto destroyers,
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e~ HMT Grantully Castle arrives off Anzac Cove at 12.30 p.m. The men of the CMR are transferred onto destroyers,
ken closer inshore and landed by lighters at the jetty. Though they are exposed to Ottoman small-arms fire from the
. hts overlooking Anzac Cove during this process, only one man is wounded. On landing the strength of the regiment is
;:lcg,fficers and 451 other ranks.
The CMR bivouacs in Reserve Gully.

13th- The NZMR is ordered to relieve the Royal Naval Brigade and take over No. 4 Section of the Anzac Cove defensive
erimeter (a line which included positions on Russell’s Top and Walker’s Ridge). After dark the CMR relieves British troops

on Walker's Ridge. . .

HMT Kingstonian,which is carrying the first-line transport, arrives off Anzac Cove but returns to Alexandria without

disembarking any of the men or horses on board.

15th - The CMR suffers its first battle death when Trooper William Hay is killed.

19th - The CMR sends a troop to help the Auckland Mounted Rifles defend Walker’s Ridge against a strong Ottoman
attack.

24th - A truce is in effect at Anzac Cove between 7.30 a.m. and 5 p.m. This allows both sides to collect and bury their dead
from the ‘no-man’s land’ between the two front lines.

28th — The Otago Mounted Rifles relieves the CMR on Walker’s Ridge. While most of the CMR moves into a reserve
position,

30th — The 8th (South Canterbury), less one troop, and 10th (Nelson) squadrons are ordered to relieve the Wellington
Mounted Rifles at No. 3 Post. The Wellingtons have been under constant attack since taking over the post, and Ottoman
forces have come close to surrounding them.

The CMR force moves up to No. 3 Post at 8 p.m. The changeover is complete by midnight.

31st - Shortly after relieving the Wellington Mounted Rifles the CMR’s commanding officer, Major George Hutton, decides
that No. 3 Post is untenable and retires to Fishermen’s Hut. The Ottoman Turks quickly reoccupy No. 3 Post (from now on
known as ‘Old No. 3 Post’ by the Anzacs) and advance towards the gully between Fishermen’s Hut and No. 1 Post. Alerted
to this sudden threat, the Wellington Mounted Rifles’ commander stands to his squadrons and extends them in a
makeshift defensive line between Fishermen’s Hut and No. 1 Post. Met with a hail of fire, the Ottoman forces break off
their attack and fall back to Old No. 3 Post.

June 1915

4th - The CMR moves back into the front line on Walker’s Ridge, taking over Posts 1 and 2.
Sth - The Otago Mounted Rifles relieves the CMR at No. 2 Post.

11th - The CMR relieves the Otago Mounted Rifles at No. 2 Post.

The CMR is later relieved and goes into bivouac near the beach.

22nd - Major Overton leaves for Alexandria to buy fresh food. Because of the poor sanitary conditions and diet, a quarter
of the regiment’s 320 men are now unfit for service despite remaining on duty.
30th - The CMR receives three officers and 44 men from the Fourth Reinforcements.

July 1915

7th - .. s
R:h ] The CMR moves into a front-line position at No. 2 Post on Russell Top, relieving the 8th Australian Light Horse
8iment,

18th — .
8th - The CvR is relieved from the front line.



August 1915
5th — Battle of Chunuk Bair: The CMR takes part in the biggest offensive undertaken by the Allies at Gallipoli. This has
three main components:

1. Alarge-scale British landing at Suvla Bay, 8 km north of Anzac Cove;

2. An attack by New Zealand, Australian and British forces from Anzac Cove aimed at linking up with the British at Suvla
and capturing the strategic heights of the Sari Bair range;

3. Diversionary attacks by the Australian Division at Lone Pine and British forces at Cape Helles.

The NZMR is assigned to the Right Covering Force of the Allied attack on the Sari Bair range. This force is to clear the way
for the Right Assaulting Column to capture the ridge at Chunuk Bair (part of the Sari Bair range) by taking six key
features: Old No. 3 Post, Big Table Top, Destroyer Hill, Little Table Top, Bauchop’s Hill and Walden Point.

The CMR - supported by a platoon of the Maori Contingent = is to capture Walden Point.

The CMR moves to No. 2 Post in preparation for its part in the offensive.

6th — After resting for the day, the CMR moves to a small depression in front of No. 2 Post at 9 p.m. and begins its
advance at 9.30 p.m. They clear Walden Point with bayonets alone before advancing along the north side of Bauchop’s
Hill to their objective. The regiment suffers 40% casualties; Major Overton is killed and Lieutenant-Colonel Findlay badly
wounded. Medical Officer Captain Guthrie receives a second wound, but again refuses to be evacuated.

7th — Battle of Chunuk Bair: The advance of the main assault columns is now badly behind schedule. The CMR remains on
Bauchop’s Hill, releasing men as stretcher-bearers for the wounded and burial parties for the dead.
Major Hutton takes command of the regiment.

8th to 10th — Battle of Chunuk Bair: The battle for the heights continues. Chunuk Bair is taken, then lost. The CMR
remains in its defensive positions on Bauchop’s Hill.

11th — The CMR sends a squadron to stiffen a line held by the South Wales Borderers Battalion and the Indian Brigade
near Kabak Kuyu, inland from Suvla Bay.

12th - Since the 6th, the CMR has lost 24 men killed and 63 wounded.

15th — The CMR moves into the support trenches on Holly Hill, then during the evening takes over the front-line trenches
from the South Wales Borderers. That night the CMR advances 200 m and incorporates an abandoned Ottoman trench
into the Allied defences.

21st — The CMR, along with the Otago Mounted Rifles and 100 men from the Maori Contingent, approximately 500 from
the 4th Australian Infantry Brigade and 700 from the Connaught Rangers, are assigned to attack the Ottoman trenches
on HILL 60 in conjunction with an attack from Suvla Bay. The attack starts at 3.30 p.m. after an artillery bombardment.
The attackers run across an open valley for approximately 800 m. Only the Canterbury and Otago Mounted Rifles reach
the Turkish trenches, at the cost of approximately 60% casualties. A small group of men now hold 100 m of trenches with
no support on the flanks and no line of communication across the exposed ground crossed by the initial charge. They
consolidate and hold their newly won position until dusk, when Ottoman fire slackens.

Major Hutton is wounded during the charge. Major H.C. Hurst assumes command of the CMR.

EORGE ERNEST BOOKER IS KILLED ON HILL 60
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1914-15 STAR.

The final resting place of George Ernest Booker - Hill 60 New Zealand War Memorial.
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Our Family at War came about from my love of history and the research | have
done with genealogy and my belief in the importance of retaining family stories for
future generations.

In researching information for this book | acknowledge the following:

Family members:

e Anthea and Rex Keenan
e Steven Franklin

Internet Research:

o Auckland War Museum - online cenotaph
e cwgc.com

o findagrave.com

e rafcommands.com

e nzwargraves.govt.nz

e nzhistory.govt.nz

e 75 Squadron - wordpress.com

e Papers Past

Wendy Toohey
June 2020




