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Sergeant Rowland Francis Piper

Remembering the sacrifices of those with South Canterbury
connections who served their country 100 years ago.

CAROL BELL

ergeant Piper was a farm

hand born in Essex, Eng-

land on 2 October 1892, the

gon of Frank and Emmeline
Piper of Orari, and educated at the
English College, Lisbon, Portugal,
bul his address at time of enlist-
ment on 25 August 1915 was care of
R.J MeKeowan, Tycho Flat,

At the time of enlisting
Rowland was a corporal in the
South Canterbury Mounted Rifles.
He was 5ft 8in tall, with fair com-
Eli;:xjan. grey eyes and light brown

air.

He left Wellington with the #th
Reinforcements, Field Artillery on

13 Movember 1915 for Egypt and
thence to Gallipoli, and at the ter-
mination of that campaign moved
on to the Western Front,

He first went into action in May
1916 and passed through the
battles of the Somme, Messines,
and the third battle of Ypres,

He was killed in action on §
December 1917 at Ypres, Belgium
and buried at Divisional Cem-
etery, West-Vlaanderen, Belgium,

The Timaru Herald noted at the
time of his death: y

“The friends of the late
Sergeant R.F. Piper, NZFA, in the
Tycho district and elsewhere; will
be pleased to know that word has
come fto hand since his death that
he had been promoted to sergeant,

and that the major of his battery
had recommended him for a com-
IMISS100.

He also spoke of him as a par-
ticularly good non-commissioned
officer, stating that all the men
under him were much grieved at
his death, as he was one of the
most popular men in his battery,

The late sergeant met his death
by a shell coming through the roof
of a dug-out and killing four of the
five men within it, the fifth man
being very dangerously wounded.

The four killed were buried
next day some miles from the
firing line by the Church of Eng-
land padre, and they lie beside
seven others of the same battery,

The late sergeant was of a most

lovable disposition, ever ready to
do a good action, and thinking
nothing too much for him todo. He
is;-and will be, greatly missed by
his friends and relatives.”

This is part of the SCRoll proj-
ect. You can find SCRoll stories,
hosted by the South Canterbury
Museum, at
museum. timaru.govt nz/serofl
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