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Shot by Burglar. 
Surprising a burglar at work in the Perfection Knitting Mills, Rathdown Street, Carlton, on 
Friday night, Nightwatchman Patrick Fitzgerald was shot dead by the intruder, who escaped. 
Fitzgerald, who was an ex-policeman, had a round which included a number of factories in 
Rathdown Street. It is surmised that he heard a noise as he passed the knitting mills, and 
opened the door, flashing his torch inside. 
He must have stepped inside the door and been immediately shot by the burglar, for 
employees at a mill opposite heard a shot, and were in time to see a man jump over 
Fitzgerald’s body and run away into the Exhibition Gardens. At the time they did not know 
what had happened, and when they searched for the murderer a few minutes later he had, of 
course, disappeared.    
Fitzgerald, it was discovered, had been shot through the heart, and died immediately.  His 
torch, still burning, was lying beside his body, which was just inside the front door of the 
factory. 
Despite strictest search all this week there has been no arrest, nor have police been able to 
obtain the slightest clue to the identity of the burglar-murderer.  
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