
Dr William Fergus Paterson President of Geraldine Croquet Club Inc 1913-15 

 

In the minute books of the Geraldine Croquet Club, it refers 
to Dr Paterson as the president in 1913-15.  Mr and Mrs 
Paterson were both members and former presidents of the 
club and gifted balls and later hoops to the club.  It wasn’t 
until seeing that Dr Paterson signed the medical certificate 
for Charles Tincler (one of our soldiers on the memorial) that 
I started to find out more about Dr Paterson.  His full name 
was Dr William Fergus Paterson but know as Fergus.  He was 
born in Cromwell on 21 December 1876.  Dr Paterson was 
registered as a doctor on the 1 May 1903.  He was practicing 
in Geraldine and was also the Mayor of Geraldine 1917-
1918.  His brother Douglas McKnight Paterson became the 
doctor in Geraldine around about March 1919. 
 

 
 

Dr Paterson (Service number 3/4277) joined up and left for England 1 June 1918 on the Marama 
Hospital Ship (see picture).   Sadly, dying of disease (Influenza and Bronco pneumonia) on 14 Nov 
1918 in England.  He was 41 years old.  He is buried Brookwood Military Cemetery. 

Captain William Fergus Paterson was the son of William Aird Paterson and Martha Grange Paterson, 
of Dunedin; husband of Caroline Henrietta Paterson (nee Raymond), of Wilson St., Geraldine, South 
Canterbury, New Zealand. M.R.C.S., L.R.C.P. Eng. One of seven brothers who served in the First 
World War: Thomas Paterson (1878-1956), No. 49309, Warrant Officer, Otago Infantry Regiment; 
John Gladstone Paterson (1881-1947), No. 2/2943, Lieutenant, NZ Divisional Ammunition Column; 
Reginald Paterson (1887-1969), No. 36250, Lieutenant, New Zealand Field Artillery; Archibald 
(Archie) Aird Paterson (1888-1967), No. 36783, Sergeant, 3rd New Zealand Rifle Brigade; Stanley 
Gordon Paterson (1891-1971), No. 41216, Lieutenant, New Zealand Rifle Brigade and Leslie Mackay 
Paterson (1893)-1940, No 18088, Lieutenant Auckland Mounted Rifles.  He was the only one out of 
the 7 brothers to not return.   

He was married in Dunedin 7 December 1907 to Caroline Henrietta Raymond.  She died in 1954.  
They had one child Jura Isabel Paterson born 4 April 1913 in Geraldine and died in 1980.  Jura 
Paterson married Arthur Nicholls and had a son Roger Phillip Nicholls who died in 1972 aged 29.  We 
believe he had a daughter circa 1971.  The Thomson family are researching this further.   

There is an obituary below published in the Timaru paper.  “The late Captain Paterson’s life was a 
very valuable one to the people of Geraldine, for apart from his consummate skill as a surgeon and 
his work as a doctor-in which latter capacity he was a friend as well as a physician to his patients- he 
took an active interest in the advancement of the town, and was the inaugurator of the 
advancement scheme and one of its most enthusiastic workers.” 

The family have recently updated their records and produced a detailed summary of his Education, 
Civic Services, Military Service and Interests.  The croquet club was delighted to be able to assist in 
finding the photo of him in the Geraldine Library.   

 



 

 

 

 

 

 



 

 

 

 

 



Educa�on, Civic Service, Military Service and Interests 
of Dr William Fergus Paterson (known as Fergus) 

compiled from Military Records – NZ Archives, Newspaper Ar�cles – Papers Past 
(not a defini�ve list -please let us know if we can add more)  

 

Primary School - Wakari School, Dunedin 
Gymnas�cs Club 
 

Secondary School - Otago Boys High School (OBHS) 
Otago Boys commanding Cadets - Lieutenant Highschool Cadets 1895 
Otago Boys High School Rugby Team - 1st Fi�een Rugby 1893 - 95 
Campbell Trust La�n Prizeman 
31 Jan 1895 Reported in the newspaper that he Passed the Medical Preliminary Examina�on on the junior scholarship papers 
 

Ter�ary Educa�on – Otago University 
1896 to 1901 – Medical Student 
Graduates with M.B., Ch.B. NZ  - Bachelor of Medicine and Bachelor of Surgery 
 

Further Medical Studies - London 
1902 - He completed degrees in M.R.C.S and L.R.C.P - Member of the Royal College of Surgeons, Licen�ate of the Royal College of 
Physicians 
 

1903 March – He goes on the Medical Register of NZ 
1903 May – Starts prac�cing medicine in Temuka 

1906 October – Starts his own medical prac�ce in Geraldine 
Military Service 
1903  Appointed Captain of the Temuka Rifles 
1906  Transferred to the Geraldine Rifles 
1908  Transferred to the Ac�ve List (unatached) 
1910  Transferred to the Reserve of Officiers 
1912  Transferred to New Zealand Medical Corp  N.Z.M.C. with the rank of Captain 
 

WW1 Service - May 1918  un�l his death 14 Nov 1918   
3/4277 Capt. William Fergus Paterson 

 

1918 May Dr William Fergus Paterson is called up in the 17th  Ballot.  
 

1918  1 May He is required to report for duty 
1918  9 May Reports to Awapuni (Palmerston Nth), NZ Ambulance and Medical Corp Camp.  
1918 29 May He is posted to the No.2 Hospital Ship. 
 

1 June 1918  Dr W. Fergus Paterson departed Wellington, New Zealand on the Hospital Ship “Marama”. Disembarks on  
8/8/18 and is in London on 20/8/18 as stated in his Military records 
(An obituary states that he le� the ship in Marseilles and passed through France and then on to Southampton.) 

7 Sept 1918 Posted to No. 2 Hospital for NZ Soldiers, Walton-on-Thames, Greater London, England 
 

14 Nov 1918  He dies from the disease, Spanish Flu, Hornchurch Convalescent Hospital for NZ Soldiers.   Greater London, 
England 

 

Civic Service  
Mayor of Geraldine- 13 April 1917 – 1918 
 

Geraldine  
Gas commitee - Chairman  
School Commitee – Chairperson 
Advancement Commitee – Chairman - ini�ated a commitee for the advancement of Geraldine. 
Jus�ce of Peace  
Member of the execu�ve league of the Geraldine Home and Empire League  
Vice president of the St Patricks Sports Associa�on 
Inaugurated the Second Division League in Geraldine 
Technical School Geraldine 1917 – Chairman 
Croquet Club - President 
Temuka 
1906 Temuka High School Commitee – Chairman 

Chris and Marie Thomson     chrisandmariethomson@hotmail.co.nz 



When William Fergus Paterson was born on 21 December 1876 in 
Cromwell, Central Otago, his father, William, was 28 and his 
mother, Martha, was 24. His father was a teacher/Head master. 
His mother would also take classes for the girls at Cromwell 
School. The family moved to Dunedin while he was young. He then 
attended Wakari School were his Dad was the Head Master. He 
went to Otago Boys Highschool and Dunedin University. He 
became a doctor and surgeon. He did extra study in Medicine in 
London. By 1903 he was back in New Zealand and works in 
Temuka, Sth Canterbury as a teacher and a doctor until approx. 
1906 when he opens his own practice in Geraldine, Sth 
Canterbury. During his time in Temuka he also does a short stint of 
working in Gore while the resident doctor recuperates after an 
illness. He married Caroline Henrietta Raymond in 1907 in 
Dunedin. They had one child during their marriage, Jura Isabel. Dr 
Paterson was a busy local doctor, very involved in his community, 
taking on many acts of service for his community. He is often 
presenting lectures and talks for various organisations on many 
and varied topics. Some of those varied topics included an 
address in the Mechanics' Institute in Temuka on Jiu-jitsu with 
demonstrations and an instructive address on the system of diet, 
bathing and physical culture undergone by the Japanese student 
of Jiu-jitsu. Another time in Geraldine he delievered a lecture to 
the Literary and Debating Society called "A Drop of Water" where 
he talked about the microscopic organisms found in water. At the 
time he recieved the call-up to WW1 service he was the Mayor of 
Geraldine and he had many plans for the the advancement of 
Geraldine as can be seen in newspaper articles. He died on active 
service in the NZ Medical Corps on the 14 November 1918 in 
Hornchurch, Essex, at the age of 42 from complications of the 
Spanish Flu. His brother Archie (Archibald), also on active service, 
was at his bedside. Jura, his daughter, was only 5 years. His wife 
Caroline suffered a double blow when her parents died weeks 
apart of each other only 3 months later in Feb 1919. His younger 
brother, Dr Douglas McKnight Paterson, took over his medical 
practice in Geraldine in March, 1919. Douglas remarks, when he is 



William Fergus Paterson
1876–1918
great-granduncle of wife



welcomed to the community, that it had been his sister-in-law 
Caroline's wish that he take over his brother's practice. Douglas 
also remarked in a newspaper article welcoming him that when 
his brother left he had expressed a feeling to him that he would 
not be back. Seven brothers from the Paterson family went to WW1 
and he was the only one who didn't come home. He was greatly 
esteemed in the Geraldine area where he was actively involved in 
community service where he contributed and served on many 
committees and organisations. 
"A Valued Citizen" was the heading of one obituary and there were 
many tributes to him in the form of heart-felt memoriums in the 
newspapers.


Jura Isabel
Paterson

William Fergus
Paterson

Caroline Henrietta
Raymond

William Aird
Paterson

Martha Grange
Fergus

21 DEC
1876 Birth

William Fergus Paterson was born on 21 December 1876 in Otago to Martha
Grange Fergus, age 24, and William Aird Paterson, age 28.

Born in Cromwell where his father was teaching.

21 Dec 1876 • Cromwell, Otago, New Zealand

1881
AGE 5

Education

Attends Wakari School where his father is the Head Master. He is part of the Wakari
Gymnastics Club.

1881 • Wakari, Dunedin, Otago, New Zealand

https://www.ancestry.com.au/family-tree/person/tree/7041793/person/292189587046
https://www.ancestry.com.au/family-tree/person/tree/7041793/person/292169829945
https://www.ancestry.com.au/family-tree/person/tree/7041793/person/292169886412
https://www.ancestry.com.au/family-tree/person/tree/7041793/person/-1176494126
https://www.ancestry.com.au/family-tree/person/tree/7041793/person/-1176493762


1892
AGE 16

Education

1892 to 1895. OTAGO BOYS HIGH SCHOOL. Campbell Trust Latin Prizeman, First fifteen 1893-
95., Lieut. in Highschool Cadets.

1892 • Dunedin, Otago, New Zealand

https://www.ancestry.com.au/mediaui-viewer/tree/7041793/person/292169829945/media/73fa1286-4de0-446e-9365-5f4832065af4
https://www.ancestry.com.au/mediaui-viewer/tree/7041793/person/292169829945/media/2f6b5345-bcc7-4d73-9891-579fca092526


31 JAN
1895
AGE 18

Education

OBHS Passes the medical preliminary examination on the junior scholarship papers

31 Jan 1895 • Dunedin, Otago, New Zealand

https://www.ancestry.com.au/mediaui-viewer/tree/7041793/person/292169829945/media/a7e42d61-7316-4bc9-84d1-12d3d7367778


6 FEB
1896
AGE 19

Education

Passed Junior Scholarship examination with credit OBHS

6 Feb 1896 • Dunedin, Otago, New Zealand

29 OCT
1896
AGE 19

Education

Otago University Exam Results: Show that he was a Medical Student. Many newspaper
clippings are in the gallery.

 

https://www.ancestry.com.au/mediaui-viewer/tree/7041793/person/292169829945/media/8b922e77-6b98-419e-a05b-7a60d6c1509c
https://www.ancestry.com.au/mediaui-viewer/tree/7041793/person/292169829945/media/00486cc4-aecf-4783-82d8-06a9742828c3


 

 

 

https://www.ancestry.com.au/mediaui-viewer/tree/7041793/person/292169829945/media/00486cc4-aecf-4783-82d8-06a9742828c3
https://www.ancestry.com.au/mediaui-viewer/tree/7041793/person/292169829945/media/3c5c473b-9d0a-4fe2-8b40-7c560703f9b8
https://www.ancestry.com.au/mediaui-viewer/tree/7041793/person/292169829945/media/d2099c96-0270-47ad-a811-94e9739052a5
https://www.ancestry.com.au/mediaui-viewer/tree/7041793/person/292169829945/media/dc5c4b99-ed2e-4ff3-a280-4a456f7ab6e3


29 Oct 1896 • Otago University, Dunedin, Otago, New Zealand

 

https://www.ancestry.com.au/mediaui-viewer/tree/7041793/person/292169829945/media/d2099c96-0270-47ad-a811-94e9739052a5
https://www.ancestry.com.au/mediaui-viewer/tree/7041793/person/292169829945/media/dc5c4b99-ed2e-4ff3-a280-4a456f7ab6e3


1902
AGE 26

Education

Dr W F Paterson M.B., Ch.B. NZ (Bachelor of Medicine and Bachelor of Surgery), completes
further medical study in London. He completed degrees in M.R.C.S and L.R.C.P (Member of
the Royal College of Surgeons, Licentiate of the Royal College of Physicians)

1902 • Middlesex, London, England

 

https://www.ancestry.com.au/mediaui-viewer/tree/7041793/person/292169829945/media/95f8a2d8-2cdc-4ad2-a5a4-463531dede59
https://www.ancestry.com.au/mediaui-viewer/tree/7041793/person/292169829945/media/f89ba321-3171-4518-bf66-971b6a3644f1
https://www.ancestry.com.au/mediaui-viewer/tree/7041793/person/292169829945/media/50fecb43-46fa-49d1-9f2a-c8afa4cc0301


17 MAR
1903
AGE 26

Employment

Dr Paterson, from Temuka, is working in Gore while the local Gore doctor is on leave to
recuperate after an illness. In another newspaper article in 28 March 1903 he advises he will
be start practicing medicine in Temuka shortly.

17 Mar 1903 • Gore, Southland, New Zealand

31 MAR
1903
AGE 26

Medical Register

Dr Paterson places his intention to go on the NZ Medical Register in the newspaper. He is
currently in Gore when applying.

31 Marc 1903 • Otago, New Zealand

https://www.ancestry.com.au/mediaui-viewer/tree/7041793/person/292169829945/media/b2f00a09-5731-49f0-a904-3ba432ceddd0
https://www.ancestry.com.au/mediaui-viewer/tree/7041793/person/292169829945/media/58381688-5cda-49f3-8675-3f6dc8c71079


31 MAR
1903
AGE 26

1903, Paterson, William Fergus., 31 March, Name to be on Medical Register

Intention to go on the NZ Medical Register. He has finished his extra study and is currently in
Gore.

31 Mar 1903

https://www.ancestry.com.au/mediaui-viewer/tree/7041793/person/292169829945/media/71dac770-a6c3-480d-8715-c5aa40d839e6


16 MAY
1903
AGE 26

Medical Practice Temuka

Dr W F Paterson starts his practice in Temuka.

16 May 1903 • Temuka, Canterbury, New Zealand

JUL
1903
AGE 26

Military

William Fergus Paterson was in the Temuka Rifles in July 1903 in Canterbury
when he was 26 years old.

appointed to the rank of Captain in the Temuka Rifles volunteers

https://www.ancestry.com.au/mediaui-viewer/tree/7041793/person/292169829945/media/23b75317-d552-493d-9f8e-91a12d0ae1ec
https://www.ancestry.com.au/mediaui-viewer/tree/7041793/person/292169829945/media/5eefe1b5-3165-4fc6-beca-8e155b0d018c
https://www.ancestry.com.au/mediaui-viewer/tree/7041793/person/292169829945/media/ffca5a35-266f-4b50-bd82-f834415e5517


July 1903 • Temuka, Sth Canterbury, New Zealand

https://www.ancestry.com.au/mediaui-viewer/tree/7041793/person/292169829945/media/ffca5a35-266f-4b50-bd82-f834415e5517
https://www.ancestry.com.au/mediaui-viewer/tree/7041793/person/292169829945/media/58e42680-401b-44ad-930b-9fcb4d8972ba


24 MAR
1904
AGE 27

Employment

Dr W F Paterson is teaching 'ambulance' at the Temuka Technical College. Other newspaper
articles also show he was a doctor in Temuka

24 Mar 1904 • Temuka, Canterbury, New Zealand

9 JAN
1906
AGE 29

Residence

A newspaper article tells us that Dr W F Paterson has returned to Temuka after being away in
Gore and Dunedin

9 Jan 1906 • Temuka, Canterbury, New Zealand

https://www.ancestry.com.au/mediaui-viewer/tree/7041793/person/292169829945/media/187b68b8-610c-4670-9bfc-4083aa09e1be


3 OCT
1906
AGE 29

Medical Practice Geraldine

In Sept a newspaper article states he is leaving Temuka to start his practice in Geraldine.
Another Dr is taking his place in Temuka. Dr Paterson starts the his own Medical Practice at
his residence at Cox St.

3 Oct 1906 • Geraldine

https://www.ancestry.com.au/mediaui-viewer/tree/7041793/person/292169829945/media/23794f73-c608-4b3a-914b-6aac38c480fa
https://www.ancestry.com.au/mediaui-viewer/tree/7041793/person/292169829945/media/4639e919-96a2-42fd-8f44-be8c074d4f70


1 NOV
1906
AGE 29

Military

William Fergus Paterson was in the Geraldine Rifles 1906 when he was 30 years
old.

Geraldine Rifles - Hand over to Captain William Fergus Paterson

1 Nov 1906 • Geraldine

https://www.ancestry.com.au/mediaui-viewer/tree/7041793/person/292169829945/media/18fddb0a-a71e-4466-9ada-b0e4ab2b11de


18 APR
1907
AGE 30

Marriage

William Fergus Paterson married Caroline Henrietta Raymond in New Zealand
on 18 April 1907 when he was 30 years old.

18 April 1907 • New Zealand

Caroline Henrietta Raymond
1878–1954

1907
AGE 31

Mode of Transport

Dr Paterson was noted for his mode of Transport. His Triumph Motorbike.

https://www.ancestry.com.au/family-tree/person/tree/7041793/person/292169886412
https://www.ancestry.com.au/mediaui-viewer/tree/7041793/person/292169829945/media/1d1bf931-c317-4bd6-84d9-2becc2ed12c0


Dr Paterson was noted for his mode of Transport. His Triumph Motorbike.

1907 • Geraldine

 

https://www.ancestry.com.au/mediaui-viewer/tree/7041793/person/292169829945/media/8f736fd2-a023-4dd8-82ca-c5e5f087105d
https://www.ancestry.com.au/mediaui-viewer/tree/7041793/person/292169829945/media/1cd28f02-a2d1-44a4-ad47-255b8f094851


13 APR
1917

AGE 40

Mayor

Elected Mayor of Geraldine

13 Apr 1917 • Geraldine

1917
AGE 41

Residence

William Fergus Paterson lived in New Zealand in 1917.

1917 • Geraldine, New Zealand

https://www.ancestry.com.au/mediaui-viewer/tree/7041793/person/292169829945/media/6d85fb9f-6327-422a-9521-93c678aa9d35


15 FEB
1918
AGE 41

1918, Paterson, William Fergus. 15 Feb Mayor Dr Paterson presentation to
cadets. STAR, Issue 12243, pg 5

The irony of this article:- Mayor of Geraldine, Dr W F Paterson, presents trophies to No. 40
Company of Cadets in Feb 1918 when his own life would be taken in WW1 service in England in
November of the same year.

15 Feb 1918

https://www.ancestry.com.au/mediaui-viewer/tree/7041793/person/292169829945/media/8e7dd064-8f34-4cc2-9da4-67bce8865467


5 MAR
1918
AGE 41

1918, Paterson, William Fergus 5 March, Geraldine Advancement
Movement,Timaru Herald, Vol CVII, iss 16485 pg 3

Geraldine Town Advance Movement - Dr Paterson, as Mayor, organises an association for the
advancement of Geraldine

5 Mar 1918

https://www.ancestry.com.au/mediaui-viewer/tree/7041793/person/292169829945/media/c9be1739-0fb6-47c8-b525-78c4dda24c3f


23 MAY
1918
AGE 41

Paterson, William Fergus - Last Will and Testament dated 23 May 1918

23 May 1918

MAY
1918
AGE 41

WW1 Call-up

William is called up in the 17th Ballot. Required to report on the 1 May 1918. Reported on the 9
May, Awapuni, NZ Ambulance and Medical Corp. (Palmerston Nth). 29 May he was posted to
the No.2 Hospital ship.

May 1918 • Geraldine, Sth Canterbury, New Zealand

1 JUN
1918
AGE 41

Military

William Fergus Paterson served in the military on 1 June 1918 when he was 41
years old.

William departed NZ on the Hospital Ship "Marama". He wrote a letter challenging the
seniority on the ship as he felt his seniority had been overlooked.

https://www.ancestry.com.au/mediaui-viewer/tree/7041793/person/292169829945/media/db3ca68e-b41d-4e8e-a824-ca62fb842354
https://www.ancestry.com.au/mediaui-viewer/tree/7041793/person/292169829945/media/c6034142-e6e9-46ca-9bc3-b2790d9c22fc


 

https://www.ancestry.com.au/mediaui-viewer/tree/7041793/person/292169829945/media/c6034142-e6e9-46ca-9bc3-b2790d9c22fc
https://www.ancestry.com.au/mediaui-viewer/tree/7041793/person/292169829945/media/e7a3afcb-8e36-4aeb-98f0-f48271380a15
https://www.ancestry.com.au/mediaui-viewer/tree/7041793/person/292169829945/media/5df5a14f-73fc-4fe7-b607-43b1130862f7
https://www.ancestry.com.au/mediaui-viewer/tree/7041793/person/292169829945/media/4720a060-4264-495f-bf31-bf355c87ea4b


1 Jun 1918 • Hospital Ship Marama

14 NOV
1918
AGE 41

Death

https://www.ancestry.com.au/mediaui-viewer/tree/7041793/person/292169829945/media/4720a060-4264-495f-bf31-bf355c87ea4b


William Fergus Paterson died on 14 November 1918 in Hornchurch, Essex, when
he was 41 years old.

Armistice Day only days earlier, 11 Nov 1918. His brother, Archibald, by his death bed. Died of
the spansih flu. He had been attached to No2 General Hospital, Walton-on-Thames. Died at
Hornchurch Convalescent Hosp for NZ soldiers. Both greater London.

14 Nov 1918 • Hornchurch, Essex, England

 

https://www.ancestry.com.au/mediaui-viewer/tree/7041793/person/292169829945/media/458b9409-2cea-4a6d-8821-c33ba735df51
https://www.ancestry.com.au/mediaui-viewer/tree/7041793/person/292169829945/media/78fc2c72-24d0-4ba2-9766-be55bf081373


15 NOV
1918
AGE 41

Paterson, William Fergus., Internal Army mail advising of the death of Capt.
William Fergus Paterson

15 Nov 1918

https://www.ancestry.com.au/mediaui-viewer/tree/7041793/person/292169829945/media/f2d5abf8-a59e-4389-9863-411f18b829af


18 NOV
1918 Caroline Receives Notification of his Death, late mon. afternoon

Temuka Leader 'Roll of Honour', Tues 19 Nov, "late on Monday afternoon the sad news of the
death of Captain W. Fergus Paterson, reached Geraldine, by means of a cable message to
Mrs Paterson from Mr Archie Paterson, brother of the late Captain Paterson.

18 Nov 1918 • Geraldine, Sth Canterbury, New Zealand

18 NOV
1918 Burial

Interred on the 19th Nov 1918 at 1 pm. He was 41 yrs. Brookwood Cemetery. Buried with a detail
of one officer and 40 other ranks for firing party. Also Officer bearers and the Chaplain in
attendance. His body went by train to Brookwood.

 

https://www.ancestry.com.au/mediaui-viewer/tree/7041793/person/292169829945/media/d4b0cf69-72ec-4caf-9e6a-833c0d63d214


18 Nov 1918 • Brookwood, Woking Borough, Surrey, England

 

https://www.ancestry.com.au/mediaui-viewer/tree/7041793/person/292169829945/media/06ca1f17-e3e8-4812-b35e-991b2e08b37a
https://www.ancestry.com.au/mediaui-viewer/tree/7041793/person/292169829945/media/b3146059-beab-4b3b-9447-4fd282d840ba


20 NOV
1918
AGE 41

1918 Paterson, William Fergus advice by cable of death PERSONAL
ASHBURTON GUARDIAN, VOLUME XXXIX, ISSUE 9556, 20 NOVEMBER, PAGE

20 Nov 1918

30 NOV
1918 Obituary

He had a number of notices placed in the newspapers but this one is very comprehensive and
heart-felt (and very long)

 

https://www.ancestry.com.au/mediaui-viewer/tree/7041793/person/292169829945/media/b0193934-61da-4f0c-bde5-e9ea39be2c15
https://www.ancestry.com.au/mediaui-viewer/tree/7041793/person/292169829945/media/7f944d3c-b462-43f5-8daa-13d9f01b4cac
https://www.ancestry.com.au/mediaui-viewer/tree/7041793/person/292169829945/media/e8715db7-8200-4fc5-8e43-35d339da5bbf


 

 

 

https://www.ancestry.com.au/mediaui-viewer/tree/7041793/person/292169829945/media/e8715db7-8200-4fc5-8e43-35d339da5bbf
https://www.ancestry.com.au/mediaui-viewer/tree/7041793/person/292169829945/media/c283d71e-0d87-42ed-9b97-81711e5a39a4
https://www.ancestry.com.au/mediaui-viewer/tree/7041793/person/292169829945/media/b9ea43fe-5fd6-4c3b-8cfa-9d83029d754d


30 Nov 1918 • Geraldine

 

1918 Obituaries

There are many obituaries from throughout Canterbury and Otago for this father, husband,
civic leader and compassionate Doctor.

 

https://www.ancestry.com.au/mediaui-viewer/tree/7041793/person/292169829945/media/b9ea43fe-5fd6-4c3b-8cfa-9d83029d754d
https://www.ancestry.com.au/mediaui-viewer/tree/7041793/person/292169829945/media/8f10603c-9dbe-4c7a-afea-1e4d14d8bfaa
https://www.ancestry.com.au/mediaui-viewer/tree/7041793/person/292169829945/media/d4b0cf69-72ec-4caf-9e6a-833c0d63d214


 

 

https://www.ancestry.com.au/mediaui-viewer/tree/7041793/person/292169829945/media/d4b0cf69-72ec-4caf-9e6a-833c0d63d214
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1918

1918
AGE 42

1918, Paterson, William Fergus., Internal Army Letter regarding service, it will
be in response to his letter sent from Hospital

1918

25 SEP
1920 Probate

25 Sep 1920

https://www.ancestry.com.au/mediaui-viewer/tree/7041793/person/292169829945/media/6b0d0e7f-37ea-4efd-a398-2f35d44c9d1d
https://www.ancestry.com.au/mediaui-viewer/tree/7041793/person/292169829945/media/941e558c-e149-42ed-aabb-67f4c83f5cea


Residence

William Fergus Paterson lived in New Zealand.

New Zealand



Facts Family Sources

Parents

Spouse and children

Ancestry sourcesAge 0 — Birth

21 Dec 1876 • Cromwell, Otago, New Zealand
Born in Cromwell where his father was
teaching.

Select fact

Age 5 — Education

1881 • Wakari, Dunedin, Otago, New Zealand
Attends Wakari School where his father is
the Head Master. He is part of the Wakari
Gymnastics Club.

Select fact

Select fact

Select fact

Select fact

Select fact

Select fact

Age 16 — Education

1892 • Dunedin, Otago, New Zea-
land (2 media)
1892 to 1895. OTAGO BOYS HIGH
SCHOOL. Campbell Trust Latin
Prizeman, First fifteen 1893-95.,
Lieut. in Highschool Cadets.

Age 18 — Education

31 Jan 1895 • Dunedin, Otago, New
Zealand
OBHS Passes the medical prelimi-
nary examination on the junior
scholarship papers

Age 19 — Education

6 Feb 1896 • Dunedin, Otago, New
Zealand
Passed Junior Scholarship exami-
nation with credit OBHS

Age 19 — Education

29 Oct 1896 • Otago University,
Dunedin, Otago, New Zealand
(4 media)
Otago University Exam Results:
Show that he was a Medical Stu-
dent. Many newspaper clippings are
in the gallery.

Age 26 — Education

1902 • Middlesex, London, England
(3 media)
Dr W F Paterson M.B., Ch.B. NZ
(Bachelor of Medicine and Bachelor
of Surgery), completes further med-
ical study in London. He completed
degrees in M.R.C.S and L.R.C.P
(Member of the Royal College of
Surgeons, Licentiate of the Royal
College of Physicians)

William Aird Paterson

1848–1928

Martha Grange Fergus

1852–1928

Caroline Henrietta

Raymond

1878–1954


Jura Isabel Paterson

1913–1980

Select source

Select source

Select source

Select source

Select source

Select source

Select source

Select source

New Zealand Army
WWI Reserve Rolls,
1916-1917

New Zealand Army
WWI Roll of Honour,
1914-1919

New Zealand, Birth In-
dex, 1840-1950

New Zealand, Marriage
Index, 1840-1937
New Zealand, Regis-
ters of Medical Practi-
tioners and Nurses,
1873, 1882-1933

New Zealand, World
War I Service Records,
1914-1920

UK and Ireland, Find A
Grave Index, 1300s-
Current
Victoria, Australia, Wills
and Probate Records,
1841-2009

William Fergus Paterson
BIRTH  21 DEC 1876 • Cromwell, Otago, New Zealand
DEATH  14 NOV 1918 • Hornchurch, Essex, England
great-granduncle of wife

https://www.ancestry.com.au/family-tree/person/tree/7041793/person/-1176494126
https://www.ancestry.com.au/family-tree/person/tree/7041793/person/-1176493762
https://www.ancestry.com.au/family-tree/person/tree/7041793/person/292169886412
https://www.ancestry.com.au/family-tree/person/tree/7041793/person/292189587046
https://www.ancestry.com.au/interactive/1834/31834_224164__0001-00070/187457?backurl=https://www.ancestry.com.au/family-tree/person/tree/7041793/person/292169829945/facts
https://www.ancestry.com.au/interactive/1924/31834_224161__0005-00334/35439?backurl=https://www.ancestry.com.au/family-tree/person/tree/7041793/person/292169829945/facts
https://search.ancestry.com.au/cgi-bin/sse.dll?indiv=1&dbid=8949&h=321326&ssrc=pt&tid=7041793&pid=292169829945&usePUB=true
https://search.ancestry.com.au/cgi-bin/sse.dll?indiv=1&dbid=8950&h=936292&ssrc=pt&tid=7041793&pid=292169829945&usePUB=true
https://www.ancestry.com.au/interactive/6195/42017_b0154322-00478/21322?backurl=https://www.ancestry.com.au/family-tree/person/tree/7041793/person/292169829945/facts
https://www.ancestry.com.au/interactive/61564/fl14522798/1489743?backurl=https://www.ancestry.com.au/family-tree/person/tree/7041793/person/292169829945/facts
https://search.ancestry.com.au/cgi-bin/sse.dll?indiv=1&dbid=60526&h=1106384&ssrc=pt&tid=7041793&pid=292169829945&usePUB=true
https://www.ancestry.com.au/interactive/61315/07591-p0002-000628-1220-00000/1542378?backurl=https://www.ancestry.com.au/family-tree/person/tree/7041793/person/292169829945/facts


Select fact

Age 26 — Medical Register

31 Marc 1903 • Otago, New Zealand
Dr Paterson places his intention to go on the
NZ Medical Register in the newspaper. He is
currently in Gore when applying.

Select fact

Select fact

Select fact

Select fact

Age 29 — Residence

9 Jan 1906 • Temuka, Canterbury, New
Zealand
A newspaper article tells us that Dr W F Pa-
terson has returned to Temuka after being
away in Gore and Dunedin

Select fact

Select fact

Select fact

Select fact

Age 26 — Employment

17 Mar 1903 • Gore, Southland, New
Zealand (2 media)
Dr Paterson, from Temuka, is work-
ing in Gore while the local Gore
doctor is on leave to recuperate af-
ter an illness. In another newspaper
article in 28 March 1903 he advises
he will be start practicing medicine
in Temuka shortly.

Age 26 — Medical Practice

Temuka

16 May 1903 • Temuka, Canterbury,
New Zealand
Dr W F Paterson starts his practice
in Temuka.

Age 26 — Military

July 1903 • Temuka, Sth Canterbury,
New Zealand (3 media)
appointed to the rank of Captain in
the Temuka Rifles volunteers

Age 27 — Employment

24 Mar 1904 • Temuka, Canterbury,
New Zealand
Dr W F Paterson is teaching 'ambu-
lance' at the Temuka Technical Col-
lege. Other newspaper articles also
show he was a doctor in Temuka

Age 29 — Medical Practice

Geraldine

3 Oct 1906 • Geraldine (2 media)
In Sept a newspaper article states
he is leaving Temuka to start his
practice in Geraldine. Another Dr is
taking his place in Temuka. Dr Pa-
terson starts the his own Medical
Practice at his residence at Cox St.

Age 29 — Military

1 Nov 1906 • Geraldine
Geraldine Rifles - Hand over to Cap-
tain William Fergus Paterson

Age 30 — Marriage

18 April 1907 • New Zealand

Caroline Henrietta Raymond

(1878–1954)

https://www.ancestry.com.au/family-tree/person/tree/7041793/person/292169886412


Select fact

Select fact

Age 41 — Residence

1917 • Geraldine, New Zealand
Select fact

Age 41 — WW1 Call-up

May 1918 • Geraldine, Sth Canterbury, New
Zealand
William is called up in the 17th Ballot. Re-
quired to report on the 1 May 1918. Reported
on the 9 May, Awapuni, NZ Ambulance and
Medical Corp. (Palmerston Nth). 29 May he
was posted to the No.2 Hospital ship.

Select fact

Select fact

Select fact

Select fact

Select fact

Age 31 — Mode of Transport

1907 • Geraldine (2 media)
Dr Paterson was noted for his mode
of Transport. His Triumph Motorbike.

Age 40 — Mayor

13 Apr 1917 • Geraldine
Elected Mayor of Geraldine

Age 41 — Military

1 Jun 1918 • Hospital Ship Marama
(4 media)
William departed NZ on the Hospital
Ship "Marama". He wrote a letter
challenging the seniority on the ship
as he felt his seniority had been
overlooked.

Age 41 — Death

14 Nov 1918 • Hornchurch, Essex,
England (2 media)
Armistice Day only days earlier, 11
Nov 1918. His brother, Archibald, by
his death bed. Died of the spansih
flu. He had been attached to No2
General Hospital, Walton-on-
Thames. Died at Hornchurch Con-
valescent Hosp for NZ soldiers.
Both greater London.

Caroline Receives Notification

of his Death, late mon. afternoon

18 Nov 1918 • Geraldine, Sth Canter-
bury, New Zealand
Temuka Leader 'Roll of Honour',
Tues 19 Nov, "late on Monday after-
noon the sad news of the death of
Captain W. Fergus Paterson,
reached Geraldine, by means of a
cable message to Mrs Paterson
from Mr Archie Paterson, brother of
the late Captain Paterson.

Burial

18 Nov 1918 • Brookwood, Woking
Borough, Surrey, England (2 media)
Interred on the 19th Nov 1918 at 1
pm. He was 41 yrs. Brookwood
Cemetery. Buried with a detail of
one officer and 40 other ranks for
firing party. Also Officer bearers and
the Chaplain in attendance. His
body went by train to Brookwood.



Select fact

Select fact

Probate

25 Sep 1920
Select fact

Also Known As

used his middle name, Fergus, rather than
his first name William probably because his
Dad was called William.

Select fact

Residence

New Zealand
Select fact

Obituary

30 Nov 1918 • Geraldine (5 media)
He had a number of notices placed
in the newspapers but this one is
very comprehensive and heart-felt
(and very long)

Obituaries

1918 (5 media)
There are many obituaries from
throughout Canterbury and Otago
for this father, husband, civic leader
and compassionate Doctor.
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